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EMERGING TRENDS OF LEGAL EDUCATION IN 

INDIA WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO NATIONAL 

EDUCATION POLICY 2020. 
 

AUTHORED BY - SURAJ AMIT 

 

 

Abstract 

Legal education in India is undergoing a transformative phase, driven by the broader vision of 

the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020. This policy advocates for a holistic, 

multidisciplinary, and skill-based educational framework that aligns with global standards 

while remaining rooted in Indian values. The NEP 2020 emphasizes critical thinking, ethical 

reasoning, and experiential learning elements essential for shaping competent legal 

professionals. Emerging trends in legal education include the integration of technology in 

pedagogy, emphasis on clinical legal education, interdisciplinary studies, and enhanced 

research orientation. The rise of digital platforms, virtual moot courts, and AI-driven legal tools 

further reflects the evolving landscape. Law schools are increasingly collaborating with other 

disciplines such as economics, public policy, environmental studies, and data science, 

reflecting a shift toward a more comprehensive approach to justice education. Additionally, 

NEP 2020 promotes greater autonomy for institutions, enabling innovation in curriculum 

design and teaching methods. This paper explores these developments and evaluates the 

challenges and opportunities they present for legal education in India. It highlights how the 

NEP 2020 provides a robust foundation for nurturing legal professionals equipped to meet the 

demands of a rapidly changing legal and socio-economic environment. 

 

The present research work fully emphasised on looming tendencies of legal education in India 

with reference to new education policy 2020. 

 

Keywords: Legal, Education, Policy, Holistic, Interdisciplinary. 
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Introduction 

Legal education in India has undergone a paradigm shift over the past few decades, evolving 

from a traditional, lecture-based system to a more dynamic and interdisciplinary model. With 

the introduction of the National Education Policy1 (NEP) 2020, this transformation has gained 

renewed momentum, aiming to align legal studies with global standards while addressing the 

socio-economic and technological realities of 21st-century India. NEP 2020 advocates a 

holistic, flexible, and multidisciplinary approach to education, which has significant 

implications for the structure, pedagogy, and objectives of legal education. It emphasizes 

critical thinking, experiential learning, ethical reasoning, and the integration of technology—

marking a departure from rote learning towards a more engaged and practical framework. This 

article explores the emerging trends in legal education in India, particularly in light of the 

reforms introduced by NEP 2020, and examines their potential to create a more competent, 

socially conscious, and globally competitive legal workforce. 

 

Legal education plays a foundational role in the process of nation-building by fostering the rule 

of law, promoting justice, and producing informed citizens and professionals who can uphold 

constitutional values. In any democracy, especially a complex and diverse one like India, legal 

literacy and professional competence in the legal domain are critical to maintaining the delicate 

balance between rights and responsibilities, power and accountability. Legal education is 

foundational to justice, governance, and the rule of law in any democracy. In India, where legal 

reforms and access to justice are ongoing concerns, the way lawyers and judges are trained has 

a huge societal impact. 

 

Strengthening Democracy2 and Rule of Law 

Legal education equips individuals with an understanding of the Constitution, the legal system, 

and the principles of justice. This awareness is crucial for safeguarding democratic institutions 

and ensuring that power is exercised within legal limits. Lawyers, judges, academicians, and 

lawmakers—products of robust legal education—are guardians of civil liberties and play a 

pivotal role in constitutional interpretation and policy-making. In the landmark judgment 

                                                             
1 National Education Policy 2020 available at: 

https://www.education.gov.in/sites/upload_files/mhrd/files/NEP_Final_English_0.pdf Retrieve in 02/05/2025 on 

06:02 AM. 
2 What is democracy? available at: https://www.coe.int/en/web/compass/democracy Retrieve in 02/05/2025, on 

6:28 AM. 
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Kesavananda Bharati v. State of Kerala3 (1973) emphasized the basic structure doctrine of the 

Constitution. The judges in this case, all legally trained and grounded in constitutional 

jurisprudence, protected the essential features of the Constitution from being altered by a 

parliamentary majority, thereby reinforcing democratic values. The case reflects how legal 

professionals contribute directly to preserving the nation’s foundational framework. 

 

Promoting Social Justice and Inclusion 

India’s legal education system is not just about training lawyers for the courtroom—it is a 

mechanism for promoting social change and justice. Legal education fosters sensitivity to 

social inequalities and empowers individuals from marginalized communities to claim their 

rights and represent their interests. 

 

State of Uttar Pradesh v. Raj Narain4 (1975) 

In this case, the Supreme Court held that the right to know is a fundamental part of the right to 

freedom of speech and expression. This decision was a stepping stone toward later 

developments in the Right to Information Act5, 2005, which legal education now actively 

promotes through clinics and public interest litigation efforts. Such developments show how 

legal knowledge can empower the citizenry. 

 

Enhancing Governance and Legal Literacy 

Nation-building is closely tied to effective governance, and legal education contributes by 

producing professionals who understand regulatory frameworks, policy, and justice delivery 

mechanisms. Moreover, it fosters legal literacy among citizens, making them aware of their 

rights and duties and enabling participatory governance. 

 

Fostering Ethical Leadership and Accountability 

Legal education in stills ethical reasoning and responsibility, which are critical qualities for 

leadership in both the public and private sectors. Judges, bureaucrats, corporate leaders, and 

even legislators with a legal background are better positioned to understand and uphold 

constitutional morality and public accountability. 

                                                             
3 1973 4 SCC 225 
4 1975 AIR 865 
5 Right to Information Act,2005, available at: https://cic.gov.in/sites/default/files/RTI-Act_English.pdf, Retrieve 

in 02/05/2025.,6:52 AM 
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Major Reforms Introduced by NEP 2020 

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 marks a significant shift in India's educational 

landscape, emphasizing holistic, multidisciplinary, and future-oriented learning. While the 

policy broadly addresses all levels and forms of education, its implications for legal education 

are profound, as it aims to make legal studies more inclusive, interdisciplinary, and socially 

relevant. One of the most groundbreaking aspects of NEP 2020 is its push for multidisciplinary 

education. Legal education is now encouraged to be integrated with other disciplines such as 

political science, economics, history, technology, and management. This marks a departure 

from the siloed, purely black-letter approach to law and aims to produce well-rounded legal 

professionals who understand law in its broader societal, economic, and technological context. 

Law universities and colleges are expected to collaborate with institutions offering courses in 

humanities and sciences, fostering an environment where students can choose electives across 

disciplines. The NEP 2020 is a landmark education policy that aims to overhaul the entire 

Indian education system, including professional education like law. It promotes 

interdisciplinary learning, experiential education, and ethical and constitutional values, all of 

which directly impact legal studies. 

 

NEP 2020 explicitly states that legal education should be informed by the Constitutional values 

of justice, liberty, equality, and fraternity, while also drawing upon India’s rich legal heritage. 

The policy promotes the study of Indian jurisprudential traditions, customary law, and the 

interface between local governance and formal legal systems. This reform encourages students 

to critically evaluate legal systems through a constitutional and indigenous lens, helping foster 

a more contextual and culturally grounded understanding of law. 

 

NEP 2020 promotes the use of regional languages in higher education, including legal studies. 

While legal education has traditionally been English-centric, the policy emphasizes that 

foundational legal education materials should be made available in Indian languages to 

promote accessibility and inclusivity. Law schools may now introduce bilingual teaching, 

making legal education more inclusive for students from rural and non-English-speaking 

backgrounds. 

 

NEP 2020 underscores the integration of technology into all aspects of education, and legal 

education is no exception. The policy promotes virtual learning, legal research databases, AI 
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tools, and online moot court simulations. This reform paves the way for more flexible, tech-

enabled legal training and continuous legal education through digital platforms, especially 

relevant in the post-COVID landscape. 

 

The policy encourages legal education institutions to embed ethics, professional standards, and 

practical skills such as negotiation, mediation, drafting, and client counselling into their 

curricula. This approach aligns with the clinical legal education model, which promotes hands-

on learning. Law schools are now expected to strengthen legal aid clinics, internships, and court 

visits to foster professional readiness and social responsibility. 

 

NEP 2020 promotes international collaborations and encourages institutions to invite global 

faculty, adopt comparative legal perspectives, and offer joint degrees with foreign universities. 

Indian legal education will gradually align with global standards, preparing students for 

transnational legal careers. 

 

Gaps and Opportunities in Legal Education6 till now. 

Legal education has undergone significant transformations over the past few decades, yet 

notable gaps persist alongside new opportunities. Traditionally, legal education in many parts 

of the world, especially in developing countries, has been heavily theory-based. The focus on 

rote learning, outdated curricula, and limited practical exposure has left graduates ill-prepared 

for the dynamic demands of modern legal practice. Even in jurisdictions with well-structured 

legal systems, there remains a disconnect between academic training and real-world 

application. Legal education in India has been criticized for being outdated, overly theoretical, 

and not aligned with practical realities. NEP 2020 offers a chance to examine how these issues 

might be addressed with structural reforms, curriculum revamping, and skill-based learning. 

 

Gaps in Legal Education: 

There are some majors point regarding gaps in the legal studies in India. 

Legal education serves as the foundation for the development of competent professionals who 

uphold justice and the rule of law in society. In India, while the legal framework continues to 

evolve to meet contemporary challenges, the academic study of law often lags behind. Several 

                                                             
6 Bridging the Divide: The Gap Between Indian Legal Education and Legal Practice, available at: 

https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/title-bridging-divide-gap-between-indian-legal-education-xbrmf, Retrieve in 

02/05/2025, on 8:04 AM. 
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significant gaps hinder the effectiveness of legal education in India, undermining its ability to 

produce well-rounded, future-ready legal professionals. 

 

1. Outdated Curriculum 

One of the most pressing issues in Indian legal education is the outdated curriculum. Many law 

schools continue to emphasize archaic laws and jurisprudential theories that do not adequately 

address modern realities. In an era marked by rapid socio-economic changes and technological 

advancement, students are often left with theoretical knowledge that has limited practical 

application. This disconnect not only hampers their ability to navigate present-day legal 

challenges but also restricts the development of critical thinking needed in dynamic legal 

environments. 

 

2. Lack of Practical Training 

A significant shortfall in legal education is the inadequate emphasis on experiential learning. 

While moot courts, internships, and legal aid clinics are included in the academic framework, 

they are often treated as secondary or optional components rather than integral aspects of 

training. This leads to a generation of law graduates who may excel in theory but lack real-

world courtroom or client-handling experience. Bridging the gap between academic knowledge 

and professional competence requires a stronger focus on practical exposure. 

 

3. Limited Technological Integration 

In an increasingly digital world, the legal profession is being transformed by technological 

innovations such as legal tech platforms, artificial intelligence, and e-courts. Despite this shift, 

most Indian law schools have yet to adapt their curricula to include digital literacy and legal 

technology. As a result, students are ill-equipped to navigate or leverage these tools, which are 

becoming essential in modern legal practice. Integrating technology into legal studies is no 

longer optional—it is a necessity for preparing future-ready lawyers. 

 

4. Access and Inclusivity 

Legal education in India remains largely inaccessible to many due to socio-economic, 

linguistic, and geographic barriers. High tuition fees, limited seats in premier institutions, and 

instruction predominantly in English exclude a significant portion of the population from 

participating in legal studies. This lack of inclusivity not only reduces diversity in the legal 

profession but also perpetuates inequality within the justice system itself. Ensuring broader 
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access requires systemic changes, including scholarships, regional law centers, and 

multilingual instruction. 

 

5. Lack of Interdisciplinary Learning 

Law does not operate in isolation. It intersects with various domains such as economics, 

sociology, political science, environmental studies, and technology. However, the current legal 

education framework in India often ignores this interdisciplinary approach, treating law as a 

siloed discipline. This limits the ability of students to understand and address complex legal 

issues that span multiple fields. Incorporating interdisciplinary studies would foster more 

holistic thinking and enable lawyers to engage with broader societal issues effectively. 

 

The landscape of legal education in India is in urgent need of reform. Addressing the outdated 

curriculum, enhancing practical training, embracing technology, promoting inclusivity, and 

adopting an interdisciplinary approach are critical steps toward aligning legal education with 

contemporary demands. By bridging these gaps, India can cultivate a generation of legal 

professionals who are not only academically competent but also socially aware, technologically 

proficient, and capable of shaping a more just and equitable society. 

 

Policy Implementation & Ground Reality 

There's a gap between policy and implementation the NEP sounds promising, but how much 

of it is being applied in law schools? This research allows someone to evaluate real-world 

changes, compare different institutions, and possibly suggest improvements. Legal education 

in India has been the subject of numerous policy reforms, committee recommendations, and 

regulatory interventions over the decades. From the All-India Bar Committee Report71958 to 

the New Education Policy8 (NEP) 2020, the intent to revamp and modernize legal education 

has been consistent. However, there remains a wide chasm between policy aspirations and 

ground realities. The policy framework in India has aimed to: 

i. Promote clinical legal education. 

ii. Improve the quality of faculty. 

                                                             
7 Report of All India Bar Committee, available at: https://archive.org/details/dli.ministry.19824 Retrieve in 

02/05/2025 on 8:56 AM 
8 Banerjee. Deepto, “National Education Policy (NEP) 2025: What’s Changed and What’s yet to come?” available 

at : https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/education/news/national-education-policy-nep-2025-whats-changed-and-

whats-yet-to-come/articleshow/116804466.cms, Retrieve in 02/05/2025 on 09:08 AM. 
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iii. Standardize legal education through regulatory bodies like the Bar Council of India9 

(BCI) and University Grants Commission (UGC)10. 

iv. Introduce interdisciplinary and skill-based learning. 

v. Embrace technology in teaching law. 

vi. Foster access to justice through socially responsive legal education. 

Institutions like National Law Universities (NLUs) were established as centres of excellence, 

and the NEP 2020 emphasizes critical thinking, flexibility, and vocational integration, 

including legal education. 

 

Legal education in India is marked by stark disparities and systemic challenges that hinder its 

overall effectiveness and inclusivity. While National Law Universities (NLUs) and a few 

reputed private institutions have made notable strides, the vast majority of law colleges 

continue to struggle with poor infrastructure, underqualified faculty, and inadequate resources. 

This quality disparity is exacerbated by over-regulation and weak governance, where the 

overlapping roles of the Bar Council of India (BCI) and the University Grants Commission 

(UGC) often create confusion. Regulatory approvals tend to focus on bureaucratic compliance 

rather than substantive improvements in teaching quality or curriculum innovation. 

 

One of the most neglected aspects is clinical legal education. Although mandated by policy, 

legal aid clinics and practical training programs are either poorly implemented or entirely 

absent, depriving students of essential hands-on experience. Compounding this issue is a 

widespread faculty shortage and a lack of research-oriented teaching. In most institutions, the 

pedagogy remains heavily doctrinal, with minimal emphasis on critical thinking, comparative 

perspectives, or contextual understanding of the law. 

 

Furthermore, a significant technology divide persists across legal institutions. Outside urban 

centers, many law colleges lack even basic digital infrastructure, limiting students’ access to 

online legal databases, modern pedagogical tools, and virtual learning platforms. Finally, 

access and affordability remain major concerns. The growing privatization of legal education 

and the escalating costs associated with premier institutions like the NLUs have made legal 

                                                             
9 Bar Council of India, available at: https://www.barcouncilofindia.org/home Retrieve in 02/05/2025 on 09:40 

AM. 
10 University Grants Commission (UGC), available at: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_Grants_Commission_(India) Retrieve in 02/05/2025 on 10:30 AM. 
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studies financially inaccessible to large segments of society, especially those from 

marginalized backgrounds. 

 

To address the systemic challenges in legal education in India, a comprehensive and inclusive 

reform agenda is essential. First, accreditation and monitoring mechanisms must be 

strengthened by shifting the focus from mere formal compliance to outcome-based evaluations 

that assess teaching quality, student outcomes, and institutional performance. Alongside this, 

investing in faculty development is crucial—law teachers should be provided with regular 

training, access to research funding, and opportunities for academic exposure to global best 

practices. 

 

Curriculum reform is another key priority. Course content must be regularly updated to reflect 

contemporary legal issues, technological advancements, and evolving global legal frameworks. 

Technology should also be strategically leveraged to enhance accessibility and learning 

outcomes. Initiatives such as digital libraries, online moot courts, and virtual internships can 

bridge resource gaps and democratize quality legal education. 

 

Importantly, policy execution must be inclusive. Reforms should not be limited to elite 

institutions but must extend to rural and tier-2 law colleges, ensuring that every law student, 

regardless of geography or background, benefits from an improved legal education ecosystem. 

 

Scope for Comparative and Future-Oriented Study 

The researcher might explore how India's legal education reforms compare with global trends 

(like the U.S. JD model or UK’s Bar courses). This could also include visionary 

recommendations for the future of legal education in India. Legal education in India is at a 

pivotal crossroads. While reforms have been introduced periodically, a deeper comparative and 

forward-looking approach is essential to align Indian legal education with global standards and 

future legal needs. This involves both critically assessing international best practices and 

anticipating emerging legal challenges shaped by technology, globalization, and evolving 

societal norms. 

 

Legal education serves as the foundation of a robust justice system, shaping the minds that will 

interpret, apply, and even reform the law. In India, the landscape of legal education has evolved 
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significantly since independence, but it still faces persistent gaps in quality, access, relevance, 

and innovation. To address these challenges and prepare for emerging legal demands, there is 

a growing need for a comparative and future-oriented approach to the study and reform of legal 

education in India. 

 

Comparative Study: Learning from Global Models 

A comparative study of legal education offers valuable insights into how different jurisdictions 

have shaped their legal education systems to meet contemporary needs. Countries like the 

United States, the United Kingdom, and Australia have embraced interdisciplinary approaches, 

integrated clinical legal education into mainstream curricula, and promoted critical thinking 

through active pedagogy. For instance, U.S. law schools emphasize the Socratic method and 

experiential learning through clinics, internships, and moot courts features that are still 

inconsistently implemented across Indian law schools. 

 

Furthermore, many international institutions offer specialized legal programs in areas such as 

environmental law, cyber law, intellectual property, and human rights. Indian law schools, in 

contrast, often rely on outdated syllabi and lack the institutional flexibility to introduce timely, 

issue-based courses. By studying these global practices, Indian policymakers and educators can 

identify adaptable strategies for curriculum reform, faculty development, and research 

integration. 

 

Future-Oriented Perspective: Adapting to a Changing Legal Landscape 

Legal education must not only reflect current realities but also anticipate future legal 

challenges. With the rise of artificial intelligence, digital governance, climate change, and 

global economic interdependence, the nature of legal work is rapidly changing. Future-ready 

legal education in India must focus on equipping students with the skills and knowledge 

required to operate in these evolving contexts. 

 

This includes integrating technology into legal training—through digital literacy programs, 

online dispute resolution simulations, and exposure to legal tech platforms. Additionally, law 

schools must foster interdisciplinary collaboration, blending legal studies with subjects like 

data science, public policy, environmental studies, and economics. Such integration encourages 

holistic problem-solving and a deeper understanding of the real-world impact of laws. 
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Bridging the Gaps: Inclusivity and Quality 

A future-oriented vision for legal education must also address existing structural disparities. 

Most legal education reforms in India have disproportionately benefited elite institutions like 

the National Law Universities (NLUs), leaving regional and rural colleges behind. A 

comparative and future-ready strategy must ensure that reforms are inclusive—expanding 

digital infrastructure, faculty training, and curricular reforms to under-resourced institutions. 

Moreover, a shift from rote learning to outcome-based education is essential. This would 

involve redefining assessment methods, focusing on practical application, ethical reasoning, 

and critical analysis—skills necessary for both legal practice and public service. 

 

Conclusion 

As per as researcher conclusion is concern legal education has traditionally lagged behind the 

pace of change in legal practice, the sector stands at a critical juncture. With the right policy 

changes, stakeholder collaboration, and technological adoption, it is possible to bridge these 

gaps and shape a more agile, inclusive, and future-ready legal education system. Legal 

education is not merely a pathway to a profession it is an institution in itself, contributing 

deeply to the intellectual, ethical, and democratic fabric of a nation. As India aspires to be a 

global leader and inclusive democracy, the relevance of legal education in nation-building 

becomes even more pronounced. Through case law, academic discourse, and policy 

engagement, it plays a transformative role in shaping an informed, just, and progressive society. 

The NEP 2020 signals a paradigm shift in legal education in India, from a rigid, examination-

driven system to a flexible, inclusive, and contextually relevant model. By emphasizing 

interdisciplinary learning, ethical practice, constitutional values, and global exposure, the 

policy aims to produce a new generation of legal professionals who are not only skilled in law 

but also sensitive to the needs of society and the demands of the modern world. However, the 

real challenge lies in the implementation, which requires curriculum redesign, faculty training, 

and institutional reform at multiple levels. India’s policy vision for legal education is 

progressive and well-intentioned, but its implementation is marred by systemic inefficiencies 

and inequities. Bridging this gap requires sustained political will, institutional accountability, 

and grassroots-level reforms. Only then can legal education in India truly empower future 

lawyers to meet the complex challenges of the justice system. The scope for comparative and 

future-oriented study in Indian legal education is vast and necessary. As law increasingly 

intersects with technology, ethics, global policy, and business, legal education must evolve 
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from a static, theory-heavy model to a dynamic, globally engaged, and future-ready system. 

India has the talent and institutional base to lead this transformation what’s needed is strategic 

vision and execution. The academic and career relevance of legal education in India is 

undergoing a critical reassessment. While there is progress in elite institutions, the broader 

system must evolve to produce not just legally literate graduates but socially conscious, skilled, 

and future-ready professionals. The true measure of relevance lies in the ability of legal 

education to empower students to serve justice whether in a courtroom, a corporate boardroom, 

or a community. The future of legal education in India lies in its ability to learn from global 

experiences while anticipating local and global legal transformations. A comparative approach 

enables benchmarking against international best practices, while a future-oriented mindset 

ensures adaptability and relevance in a rapidly changing world. Together, these approaches can 

help create a more equitable, innovative, and effective legal education system—capable of 

producing lawyers who are not only skilled practitioners but also thoughtful leaders, capable 

of shaping the future of justice in India. 
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