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ABOUT WHITE BLACK LEGAL 

 

White Black Legal – The Law Journal is an open-access, peer-reviewed, and refereed legal 

journal established to provide a scholarly platform for the examination and discussion of 

contemporary legal issues. The journal is dedicated to encouraging rigorous legal research, 

critical analysis, and informed academic discourse across diverse fields of law. 

 

The journal invites contributions from law students, researchers, academicians, legal 

practitioners, and policy scholars. By facilitating engagement between emerging scholars and 

experienced legal professionals, White Black Legal seeks to bridge theoretical legal research 

with practical, institutional, and societal perspectives. 

 

In a rapidly evolving social, economic, and technological environment, the journal endeavours 

to examine the changing role of law and its impact on governance, justice systems, and society. 

White Black Legal remains committed to academic integrity, ethical research practices, and the 

dissemination of accessible legal scholarship to a global readership. 
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AIM & SCOPE 

 

The aim of White Black Legal – The Law Journal is to promote excellence in legal research 

and to provide a credible academic forum for the analysis, discussion, and advancement of 

contemporary legal issues. The journal encourages original, analytical, and well-researched 

contributions that add substantive value to legal scholarship. 

 

The journal publishes scholarly works examining doctrinal, theoretical, empirical, and 

interdisciplinary perspectives of law. Submissions are welcomed from academicians, legal 

professionals, researchers, scholars, and students who demonstrate intellectual rigour, 

analytical clarity, and relevance to current legal and policy developments. 

 

The scope of the journal includes, but is not limited to: 

• Constitutional and Administrative Law 

• Criminal Law and Criminal Justice 

• Corporate, Commercial, and Business Laws 

• Intellectual Property and Technology Law 

• International Law and Human Rights 

• Environmental and Sustainable Development Law 

• Cyber Law, Artificial Intelligence, and Emerging Technologies 

• Family Law, Labour Law, and Social Justice Studies 

 

The journal accepts original research articles, case comments, legislative and policy analyses, 

book reviews, and interdisciplinary studies addressing legal issues at national and international 

levels. All submissions are subject to a rigorous double-blind peer-review process to ensure 

academic quality, originality, and relevance. 

 

Through its publications, White Black Legal – The Law Journal seeks to foster critical legal 

thinking and contribute to the development of law as an instrument of justice, governance, and 

social progress, while expressly disclaiming responsibility for the application or misuse of 

published content. 
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NATURE, TYPOLOGY AND SOCIO-LOGICAL 

DIMENSIONS OF OFFENCES AGAINST LEGAL 

PROFESSIONALS- 
 

AUTHORED BY - SHAURYA SARASWAT 

 

 

Introduction- 

Integrity, independence and security of persons who are involved in the legal system is crucial 

in the administration of justice in any democratic society.1 In particular, judges and lawyers 

hold significant places among them. The judges use the powers of the State to interpret the law, 

settle disputes and uphold the constitutional principles.2 Lawyers, conversely, act as mediators 

between citizens and the courts in that they make sure that claims and defenses of law are 

properly stated and presented in court. They are all the institutional pillars, on which the rule of 

law lies.3 Although their work is important, judges and lawyers usually work in a tense 

atmosphere, they have conflicting interests, and are subject to severe publicity. 

 

Cases may be declared criminal, overturned governmental measures, or matters of high 

political or economic stakes may be solved by judicial decision. In the same way, lawyers are 

often involved in emotionally charged dispute or cases with severe legal outcomes. Due to these 

situations, lawyers occasionally fall victims of threats, intimidation, harassment or even 

physical attacks.4 Crimes committed against judges and lawyers can however not be considered 

crimes against individual persons. To a lot of degrees, they are assaults on the justice system. 

The autonomy of the judicial system and the impartiality of the judicial process can be 

jeopardized when the judiciary is intimidated or even exposed to violence. These actions can 

also cause a climate of fear that can affect decision-making, deter lawyers to take on sensitive 

or controversial cases and eventually undermine the confidence of the people in the legal 

system. 

 

The issue of crimes committed against lawyers has been on the rise in the recent years in India. 

 
1 A.V. Dicey, Introduction to the Study of the Law of the Constitution 188–205 (10th ed., Macmillan, 1959) 
2 M.P. Jain, Indian Constitutional Law 1150–1185 (8th ed., LexisNexis, 2018) 
3 Upendra Baxi, The Crisis of the Indian Legal System 32–41 (Vikas Publishing, 1982) 
4 NCRB Crime Statistics Reports relating to offences against public servants and legal professionals. 
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Cases of physical assaults on advocates, threats to judicial officers, court proceedings, and 

harassment by digital means have emphasized the susceptibility of people working in the 

justice system. Those developments show that even though there are constitutional guarantees 

that are designed to defend judicial independence and professional autonomy, legal 

practitioners have to work in a difficult environment pragmatically influenced by political 

pressures, social tensions, and institutional constraints. The problem should instead be looked 

at in a more socio-legal context.5 Criminal acts committed against legal practitioners are seldom 

committed in a vacuum but are usually indicative of more structural issues in the society and 

the justice system. Delays during legal procedures, decreasing confidence of the population in 

legal organizations, politicization of the conflict, and the increased role of media discourses can 

also lead to the creation of the atmosphere where aggression toward legal workers develops.6 It 

is against this backdrop that this chapter analyses the nature, typology and the socio legal aspects 

of offences against judges and lawyers.7 It starts by forming a conceptual appreciation of such 

offences and justifying why they are important in the administration of justice. The chapter 

further classifies the different types that these offences may assume such as physical violence, 

threats, intimidation, professional harassment, and digital abuse. 

 

Lastly, it examines the wider societal, political and institutional dynamics that render legal 

practitioners susceptible. This analysis aims at giving a holistic view of the problems that 

judges and lawyers encounter in modern India and to bring out the implication of these 

problems to the rule of law.8 

 

Theoretical Knowledge of Offences against Legal Professionals- 

Criminal offenses against lawyers can generally be considered to be those which endanger, 

damage, or tamper with those who are involved in the administration of justice. These offenses 

can be against judges, advocates, prosecutors or other professionals whose responsibilities 

include interpreting, applying or enforcing the law. On strictly legal terms, most of such acts 

are classified as general criminal offences, such as assault, criminal intimidation, obstruction 

of public servants, or defamation. Nevertheless, when they are committed against those who 

are exercising judicial or legal duties, their effect is much greater than a regular criminal 

 
5 Marc Galanter & Jayanth K. Krishnan, “Bread for the Poor,” 55 Hastings Law Journal 789 (2004). 
6 Law Commission of India, Report No. 274: Review of the Contempt of Courts Act, 1971 (2018). 
7 S.N. Dhyani, Law, Morality and Justice in a Changing Society (Central Law Publications, 2015). 
8 A.V. Dicey, Introduction to the Study of the Law of the Constitution. 
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activity. 

 

They have a direct impact on the operation of the justice system and can compromise the rule 

of law. The gravity of these crimes is due to the institutional nature of legal professionals. The 

judges and the lawyers are given the responsibility of adjudicating the conflicts, implementing 

the law and holding people accountable to unlawful acts. Their choices and career moves can 

greatly impact the lives and organizations of the people who are involved in a legal case. 

Consequently, they can fall victims of hatred by the people who feel judicial decisions or court 

strategies are not in their favor. 

 

In most cases, crimes against legal practitioners are manifested in an environment that is full 

of confrontation and stakes. Criminal proceedings that relate to serious charges, such as those, 

can arouse some intense emotional responses on the part of victims, accused individuals or 

their supporters. Likewise, cases in which there is conflict over property or business or political 

power can create a lot of pressure to the ones concerned with hearing such cases or trying them. 

The socio-legal perspective suggests that there are larger social and institutional factors that 

explain these offences, as well. Attitudes towards judges and lawyers can be influenced by 

public attitudes towards the justice system, media reporting on high-profile cases, and the 

political climate of the day. 

 

In some cases, the discontent with the legal results might be vented into the aggression towards 

the participants of the judicial system. The other feature of offences committed against legal 

professionals that should not be overlooked is that they have a symbolic meaning. By assaulting 

or threatening judges or lawyers, people do not just assault individuals, but also assault the 

legal system itself. This could be seen as an effort to weaken the authority of legal institutions, 

or as opposition to the judiciary. The analysis of offences against legal professionals thus needs 

an interdisciplinary approach that incorporates both legal and sociological understanding. This 

kind of approach can help shed some light on the causes and the outcomes of such offences as 

well as drive home the point that it is necessary to develop holistic measures that will help 

secure the independence and safety of legal professionals. 
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Types of Offenses against judges and lawyer- 

Crimes against the lawyers can be of various types. To facilitate analysis, such offences may 

be divided into a few major categories in regard to the nature of the conduct. 

 

Physical Violence- 

The most severe and most apparent type of crime against legal professionals is physical 

violence. These types of acts can include direct attacks on lawyers or judges, violence against 

court buildings, or violent actions during a legal process. Though it is not common, attacks on 

judges have severe consequences of judicial independence. Criminal cases, property disputes, 

or family matters are often judicial cases that involve judicial officers, especially those who 

work in courts of lower levels. Such decisions can elicit negative responses by displeased 

parties which can be accompanied by threats or violence. 

 

However, lawyers are usually at more risk, due to the nature of their work. The representatives 

of the advocacy practice are regularly involved in controversial cases with great financial 

stakes, criminal charges, or political scandals. In this case, conflicting parties or their allies may 

seek to harass or inflict injury on lawyers as a way of manipulating the result of a court case. 

The violence inside a court is especially worrying as it interferes with the operations of the 

justice system and erodes the honor of the judicial system. As situations of confrontations 

between litigants, attacks on attorneys, or mob action in court complexes have shown, the 

appropriate security measures in judicial infrastructure are urgently required. 

 

Threats and Intimidation- 

One of the most prevalent types of crimes against legal professionals is threats and intimidation. 

These could include verbal threats, anonymous communication, coercive messages or any other 

kind of psychological pressure that is meant to affect professional conduct. Judges can also be 

threatened by those who are not content with the judgment of the judicial system or parties that 

want to influence the course of the current process. Although these threats may not culminate 

into actual violence, they may have a strong psychological effect. Presence of threats can foster 

the atmosphere of fear, which will weaken the independence and confidence of judicial 

officers. Attorneys can also be subject to such intimidation especially in cases when they defend 

a client in a controversial matter or high stakes. 
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Attorneys who are involved with cases that involve organized crime, political corruption, or 

big business may encounter efforts to coerce them out of the case or to alter their tactics in 

court. Another form of threats and intimidation can be indirect like campaigns to discredit legal 

professionals or to spread defamatory statements against them. These strategies are usually 

aimed at discrediting judges or attorneys and causing societal pressure to come to bear on them. 

 

Professional Harassment- 

Professional harassment can be defined as those actions that are intended to damage the 

professional status or reputation of legal professionals. These activities can be the filing of 

baseless complaints, malicious litigation or abusive use of disciplinary processes. Occasionally, 

judges can be accused of litigants who are not satisfied with the decision made and wish to 

challenge the judicial authority or postpone proceedings. Although accountability mechanisms 

are fundamental in promoting judicial integrity, when abused, they can impose unjustified 

pressure on judicial officers and may end up distorting the main duties of judicial officers. Such 

issues might be encountered by advocates in the form of disciplinary grievances or legal actions 

that seek to limit their capacity to practice law. 

 

In others, such moves can be driven by strategic interests, rather than by actual interests 

pertaining to professional misconduct. The effects of professional harassment may be 

devastating since it impacts not only the reputation but also career opportunities of legal 

practitioners. The process can cause stress, uncertainty, and reputation damage even in cases 

where the allegations are ended up being dismissed. 

 

Cyberbullying and Cybersquatting- 

The growth in digital communication technologies has brought about novel kinds of crimes 

against legal practitioners. The social media has become a source of harassment to judges and 

lawyers via email, and other internet platforms. The online harassment can be in form of 

abusive messages, defamatory posts, or organized trolling attacks on the legal professionals 

who are handling high-profile cases. Since this type of content can go viral on the Internet, the 

effect can be increased and target a large number of people. Law enforcement agencies face 

special difficulties in dealing with digital harassment. Fraudsters are usually anonymous or 

based in foreign jurisdictions and thus prosecuting the offenders becomes hard. Consequently, 

online abuse can only be dealt with through both legal and technical means. 
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Socio-Legal Factors that leading to Judicial Vulnerability- 

Crime committed against legal professionals is seldom committed single-handedly. They tend 

to be influenced by larger social, political and institutional forces that affect how the justice 

system operates. Among the reasons, the growing complexity of legal conflicts in the 

contemporary society can be identified. The issues that are regularly dealt with in courts today 

are all connected with economic regulation, environmental protection, political accountability, 

and human rights. These cases are usually of high profile stakeholders and they carry a lot of 

publicity and hence the pressure mounting to the legal professionals. Delays in the justice 

system are also part of this environment with public dissatisfaction. The Indian courts have had 

a big case backlog that has also created frustrations among the litigants and the masses. In some 

cases, this frustration can be channeled toward the judges or lawyers that are part of the legal 

process. The vulnerability of legal professionals is further determined by the dynamics of 

politics. The ruling of a court can be locked in a wider political debate when it is a political 

matter being resolved in court or when it is a government policy that is being adjudicated. 

 

As a result, lawyers engaged in these affairs can be the objects of critique or political pressure. 

These dynamics can be exacerbated by the media coverage and social media discussion. The 

rulings of high profile cases are often the subject of extensive discussion in the media and the 

judges and lawyers might find themselves under intense scrutiny or even criticism in the media. 

 

Judicial Vulnerability and Political Pressure- 

Political pressure is one of the most influential socio-legal aspects that lead to crimes against 

law professionals. In democratic societies, the courts are usually mandated to decide on issues 

related to government policies, elections, corruption claims, and constitutional issues. These 

are often cases that deal with strong political figures whose interests might be directly 

influenced by the ruling of the courts. 

 

The judiciary in India has been handling some political sensitive matters on a regular basis. 

Issues that have been taken to courts include election disputes and cases of corruption, as well 

as, cases challenging the enactment of laws and executive actions. When lawyers are involved in 

such cases, as either a judge who gives verdict or an advocate on behalf of one side, they can 

find themselves subject to political attack or even enmity. The political pressure can be of various 

types. Sometimes political figures or their adherents criticize judicial rulings publicly, in a 
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manner that casts doubt on the motives or character of judges. Although critical response to 

judicial decision is a constitutional and justified part of a democratic discourse, it may at times 

go beyond that to the point where it attempts to tarnish the reputation of a judicial body or 

places a pressure on legal practitioners. 

 

Party representatives in politically sensitive issues might be subject to the same. Lawyers who 

question government actions or defend the accused that are accused of politically related crimes 

may face animosity by political organizations or people of conflicting interests. They can be 

suspected of prejudice, partisanship, or disloyalty in certain cases, which will lead to a 

professional environment that prevents lawyers to take part in litigation that is controversial. 

 

Institutional mechanisms may also be a source of political pressure. Administrative inquires, 

transfers, or disciplinary complaints can sometimes be seen as a means of controlling judicial 

behavior. Although these actions may be justified by law, the timing or circumstances may 

sometimes raise the issue of potential interference with judicial independence. The very fact of 

political pressure shows the significance of effective institutional protection of legal 

professionals against external pressure. The judicial independence must be not only secured by 

the constitutional provisions but by the conditions under which judges and lawyers are able to 

exercise their powers without fear of any reprisals or political consequences. 

 

Public Distrust and Crisis of Legitimacy- 

One of the building blocks of the justice system is public trust in the judiciary. Citizens who 

think that courts operate fairly, efficiently and impartially will tend to accept the judicial 

verdicts and will respect legal procedures. Nevertheless, the loss of confidence of the 

population in the legal institutions may be a contributor to the aggression toward the legal 

specialists. The delays in judicial proceedings, the increasing number of cases in the backlog, 

and the occasional perception of corruption or bias has at times influenced the views of the 

justice system in India. 

 

The bias in the media on the controversial judgments or reports of malpractices can also 

contribute to the attitude of the population towards courts and legal players. A lack of trust in 

the whole system causes a despair with the justice system and may be channeled to specific 

judges or law professions. Litigants who believe that their grievances have been unjustly dealt 
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with might ascribe their discontent to the individuals who dealt with their cases. This frustration 

can in certain cases result in verbal aggression, threats, or even aggression. 

 

This issue is especially observable in cases of emotionally charged disputes like criminal 

prosecutions, family disputes, or property disputes. Victims of injustice will respond fiercely 

to the party(s) that they consider to be the cause of the undesirable consequences. False 

information or lack of knowledge about the legal procedures may also be the source of public 

distrust. Court rulings are frequently characterized by complicated arguments with reference to 

the legal and evidentiary principles. When the media simplify or sensationalize such kinds of 

decisions, they can be misinterpreted by the masses. To solve this dilemma, efforts should be 

made to increase transparency and effectiveness in communication between courts and the 

society. Citizen education on the law, responsible media coverage and increased transparency 

in the running of the courts can contribute to the improved trust that the people have with the 

legal system. 

 

Effects of Court Backlog and Cases- 

Judicial delay is one of the most popular issues of the Indian justice system. The number of 

cases that are pending at various stages of the judicial hierarchy is enormous and courts around 

the country have a significant number of cases in their backlog. This scenario has far-reaching 

consequences on litigants and how the justice system is viewed generally. Delays during legal 

processes may be frustrating to the litigants who are forced to take long before they can get any 

legal redress. 

 

Even in a few cases, conflicts take years or even decades to end. High emotional, financial, and 

social costs are caused by such protracted litigation to the parties concerned. People might lose 

trust in legal institutions when they realize that the justice system is incapable of delivering 

relief in a timely manner. This discontent is occasionally forwarded to judges or lawyers who are 

viewed to be the source of proceedings delays. Though delays can be caused by systematic 

causes like lack of judicial resources, complexities in the process, or even administrative 

limitations, legal practitioners can still emerge as the scapegoats of popular anger. The pending 

cases further create the workload and burden on judges and lawyers. 

 

Court officers handling a huge case load are expected to strike a balance between efficiency 
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and the necessity to maintain fairness in every case. On their part, advocates are forced to deal 

with the unpredictable length of the legal procedures, as well as to meet the demands and 

frustrations of their clients. This can lead to strains in court settings. Arguments among litigants, 

fights among dissatisfied parties or even among lawyers might become more common with 

delays extending the legal process. 

 

To solve judicial delays, systemic reforms should be made to enhance the infrastructure of 

courts, adding more judges, simplifying the rules of the procedure, and implementing 

technological advancements in handling cases. Hostility towards legal professionals may be 

reduced through enhancing the effectiveness of the justice system, which often results in 

frustrations. 

 

Weaknesses and Security Gaps in Institution- 

The vulnerability of legal professionals can also be caused by institutional restrictions in the 

justice system. These issues may involve poor infrastructure, lack of proper security facilities, 

and lack of proper support system to the judges and lawyers. Overcrowding, insufficiency of 

security personnel, and old facilities are some of the issues experienced in many court 

complexes in India. It may be challenging to keep order and safety of legal professionals in 

such environments. 

 

There have been incidences of confrontation between litigating parties or attacks on advocates 

within the confines of the court because of lack of enough security. In particular, subordinate 

courts can work within the facilities that do not have modern security infrastructure. The judges 

in these courts are usually exposed to direct contact with litigants and members of the 

population with no proper protective measures. Such proximity may put them in the line of 

fire, especially when it comes to criminal charges or emotionally charged conflicts. 

 

The other institutional issue is that there are no elaborate reporting and response mechanisms 

to threats on legal professionals. The intimidated judges and lawyers do not necessarily have an 

easy access to transparent reporting lines and institutional provisions. In other instances, these 

incidents go unreported because of fear of professional reputation or because they do not 

believe that effective help is available. Building up of institutional capacity is thus one of the 

necessary measures to enhance the safety of legal professionals. 
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Greater safety measures, risk management procedures, and backup systems can be used to 

provide a safer work environment in judicial institutions. 

 

Case Illustrations and Patterns of Violence- 

The discussion of particular cases of crimes against legal practitioners can help elucidate the 

patterns of susceptibility in the justice system on the larger scale. This issue has been 

highlighted in India with occasional reports of attacks on advocates or a threat to judicial 

officers. There have also been instances when advocates have been targeted due to being 

involved in cases or disputes that involve people in high places. Attorneys who defend victims 

in criminal cases or go against the strong wills may be intimidated or even physically assaulted 

to affect the direction of court proceedings. 

 

Judicial officers too have had to deal with antagonistic reactions of dissatisfied litigants. 

Criminal trials, property cases or politically sensitive cases that are handled by judges may have 

the pressure of parties who desire a good result. Such incidences are not very common but when 

they do, critical issues of judicial independence and safety come into play. The trends in such 

cases are usually indicative of underlying issues like personal grievance, political battle, or 

economic disputes. Determining these trends is significant in the creation of prevention 

measures and enhance institutional protection of the justice system. 

 

Comparative International Perspectives- 

The problem of crimes against the legal professionals is not specific to India. In most nations, 

judges and lawyers are threatened or harassed or even killed in relation to their duties. The 

analysis of international experiences can, thus, shed some light on the character of these issues 

and what can be done to resolve them. Governments and courts in other jurisdictions have 

implemented specific protocols targeted at ensuring security of legal practitioners. Such 

measures can involve special security measures of judges, special procedures related to high-

risk cases, and laws that view crimes against judicial officers as especially serious crimes. The 

protection of legal professionals has also been brought forward as a vital aspect of the rule of 

law by the international organizations. International law emphasizes the duty of the states to 

provide judges and lawyers with the opportunity to fulfill their professional obligations without 

being intimidated, harassed, or interfered with. Practical experience indicates that to achieve 

high levels of protection, a mixture of legal protection, institutional support, and social 
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commitment to respecting the authority of the law are needed. Legal systems should offer clear 

consequences to any form of intimidation or violence and the institutional framework should 

offer enough protection and support to people who are serving in the justice system. 

 

Influence over the Rule of Law and Judicial Independence- 

Crimes against professionals in law can have far-reaching implications. These kinds of actions 

can have a serious impact on the operations of the justice system and stability of democratic 

institutions. By being threatened, intimidated or even subjected to violence, judges or lawyers 

might be unable to do their professional work without fear. The independence of the judiciary 

relies on the guarantee that judges make their decisions basing on legal principles and evidence 

and not under outside influence. On the same note, the advocates should be in a position to 

represent their clients without the fear of being retaliated. Continued intimidation of legal 

professionals may send a chilling effect in the justice system. Attorneys might be reluctant to 

take on a controversial case, and the judges might have psychological pressure when handling 

sensitive cases. The very fact that people think that legal professionals can be intimidated can 

undermine the confidence in the independence of the judicial institutions. 

 

Rule of law demands that all conflicts should be settled by legal means instead of coercion and 

use of violence. Crimes committed against members of the legal profession undermine this 

principle by trying to manipulate the results of a legal process by intimidation or coercion. 

Protecting the judges and lawyers is, therefore, fundamental in upholding integrity and 

credibility of the justice system. 

 

Preventive Strategies and Policy Implications- 

Offences against legal professionals must be dealt with multi-layered and holistically. Reforms 

in the law, improvements in institutions and other societal efforts should collaborate towards 

enhancing the security of judges and lawyers. To begin with, legal systems must be keen on 

considering crimes committed against legal practitioners as a grave danger to the rule of law. 

Criminal laws should be well enforced to discourage any kind of violence, intimidation or 

harassment of judges and advocates. Second, courts must focus on enhancing effective security 

measures in court complexes. 

 

Controlled access to court premises, the use of modern surveillance systems, and trained 
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security personnel can greatly enhance safety conditions. Third, there should be effective 

channels of reporting and acting on threats to legal professionals. Access to avenues where 

judges and lawyers can seek support and security should they face intimidation should be made 

available. Fourth, judicial delays can be addressed and the efficiency of court systems may be 

increased to alleviate the frustration that can sometimes be a contributor to hostility to legal 

institutions. Increasing the judicial capacity, streamlining processes, and using digital 

technologies to manage cases are significant steps towards that. 

 

Lastly, respect towards the rule of law in society is an important long-term goal to be promoted. 

Courts and the public should be more in touch with each other, and any initiative aimed at 

increasing trust in legal institutions could be enhanced by public awareness campaigns, 

conscientious media, and responsible media practices. 

 

Conclusion- 

Criminal activities against law professionals are a significant threat to the administration of 

justice and upholding the rule of law. The judges and lawyers hold key positions in the justice 

system and the capability of undertaking their tasks with independence and security is 

paramount to the operation of the democratic institutions. This chapter has discussed the 

different types of offences which are perpetrated against legal practitioners and discussed the 

socio-legal dynamics that make them susceptible. Physical violence, intimidation, professional 

harassment, and online abuse are all acts that are possible manifestations of the greater issue. 

 

All these types of interference can affect the independence of the judiciary and erode its 

confidence in the judicial system. The discussion also reveals that these crimes are frequently 

associated with broader institutional problems, such as political pressures, lack of trust in the 

police, judicial stalling, and the inadequacy of institutions. These obstacles must thus be tackled 

both in terms of legal protection and in terms of general reforms which would enhance the 

justice system and its interaction with society. Finally, the security of the legal professionals is 

crucial to ensure the integrity of the justice system. To be able to assure the independence of 

the judiciary, the confidence of the people as well as the rule of law, it is essential that the 

judges and lawyers are able to conduct their activities without fear and intimidation. 
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