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ABSTRACT 

Statelessness is a condition that occurs when a person is not considered a citizen by any country. 

Stateless children are often born into this precarious situation due to a complex combination of 

factors, including discriminatory laws, conflict, and administrative deficiencies. This article 

highlights the plight of stateless children and emphasizes the importance of addressing this issue 

at a global level. Statelessness is a global and largely overlooked problem that affects millions of 

children around the world. Stateless children are born into unstable and vulnerable environments 

and are denied basic rights such as education, healthcare and citizenship. This article examines 

the concept of statelessness, its causes and consequences, and the urgent need for international 

action to protect and support marginalized children. 

 

Introduction 

Children's rights are universal and inalienable, but for millions of children around the world, 

statelessness poses a serious threat to their fundamental rights. Statelessness occurs when an 

individual is not considered a citizen by any country, leaving them without the protections and 

privileges afforded to citizenship. This issue disproportionately affects children and addressing 

the link between children's rights and statelessness is vital to ensuring a better future for these 

vulnerable people. It seems you are asking about children's rights. Children have internationally 

recognized rights and these are often referred to as “children's rights” or “children's rights”. These 

rights aim to protect and promote the welfare of children and ensure that they are treated with 

dignity and respect.  One of the most famous documents describing children's rights is the United 

Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), adopted in 19892. The CRC sets out a 

comprehensive framework of children's rights, including the right to life, the right to life, 

education, the right to health care, the right to protection from abuse and exploitation, and the 
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right to have a voice in matters that concern them, among others. Children's rights are based on 

the principle that children are individuals with their own needs, interests and opinions and they 

should be treated as such. These rights are vital to ensuring that children grow up in a safe, 

nurturing environment and have the opportunity to reach their full potential. It should be noted 

that specific rights and protections for children may vary between countries, but there is broad 

international consensus on the basic principles set out in the CRC. Around the world, efforts are 

being made to ensure that children's rights are respected and protected. 

 

The Magnitude of the Problem 

Estimates suggest there are at least 3.9 million stateless children worldwide, although the actual 

number is likely much higher. These children face many challenges, including limited access to 

education, health care and social services as well as vulnerability to exploitation, discrimination 

and violence force. The consequences of statelessness can last a lifetime, leaving these children 

at a disadvantage.  

 

Root Causes of Child Statelessness 

Child statelessness is a complex issue with multiple root causes. These root causes vary from one 

region to another and are often interconnected. Here are some of the primary root causes for child 

statelessness 

 

1. Discriminatory Laws:  

Nationality laws that discriminate on the basis of ethnicity, religion or sex can leave a child 

stateless from the moment he or she is born. In some countries, nationality laws are 

discriminatory on the basis of ethnic origin, religion, sex or race. Nationality laws can deny 

citizenship to certain groups, and when a child is born to a parent who is discriminated 

against, the child is at risk of being stateless3. 

2. Birth Registration:  

Not registering your child's birth is one of the biggest causes of statelessness. A lot of kids 

are born in poor communities or in conflict areas where it's hard or impossible to get 

registered. Birth registration is the first step in creating your child's legal name and 

citizenship. In a lot of countries, kids who are born in poor areas, in conflict areas, or to 
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people who don't have legal rights may not be registered when they're born. Without proper 

paperwork, these kids are at risk of being stateless. 

3. Migration and Displacement:  

If the child is born to parents who are stateless and have to leave their countries, they are 

at risk of being stateless themselves, which makes the situation even worse. 

4. Arbitrary Revocation of Citizenship:  

In certain circumstances, citizenship may be revoked without prior notification, resulting 

in children being stateless. Similarly, certain individuals or societies may have their 

citizenship revoked without prior notice, resulting in the children being stateless, without 

legal protection or entitlements. 

5. Conflicts and Displacement:  

Statelessness can occur as a result of armed conflicts, civil wars and forced displacement, 

particularly when a person is forced to leave their homeland. Statelessness can also be 

experienced by children born to parents who have been displaced, as they may face 

difficulties in obtaining citizenship or birth registration. 

6. State Succession and Changes:  

When states experience a political transition, such as a merger, division, or succession, 

nationals living in those regions may find their citizenship challenged. Furthermore, 

children born in such situations may face statelessness if the citizenship of the child is 

unclear. 

7. Gender Discrimination:  

In some countries, the implementation of nationality legislation may result in the inability 

of female individuals to transfer their citizenship to their offspring. This can lead to the 

adoption of a child without the right to transfer the mother's nationality, thus creating a 

situation of statelessness4. 

8. Lack of Awareness and Access:  

Many families, particularly those located in less affluent or remote areas, are unaware of 

the significance of registering for birth or meeting the necessary legal requirements to 

acquire citizenship for their children. Additionally, lack of access to governmental services 

and inadequate documentation can be a hindrance. 

9. Administrative Barriers:  

Administrative barriers, such as complex paperwork, language barriers, or financial 
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constraints, can prevent families from registering their children’s birth or from filing for 

citizenship5. 

 

In order to combat child statelessness, it is essential to address the root causes through legislative 

reform, educational activities, improved birth registration processes, and international 

cooperation. It is also essential to ensure that each child has the right to be recognised as the citizen 

of the country of which they are citizens, and that they are able to enjoy their fundamental 

entitlements and immunities. 

 

Statelessness among children in India: 

This is a complex and challenging issue, although precise numbers are difficult to ascertain. 

Several factors contribute to statelessness among children in India: 

 

1. Discriminatory Nationality Laws:  

India's nationality laws are governed by the Citizenship Act of 1955, which has undergone 

several amendments over time. Nevertheless, the Act still contains loopholes and 

discriminatory provisions that may result in statelessness, particularly among marginalized 

communities. 

2. Lack of Birth Registration:  

Birth registration is a fundamental factor in determining a child's legal status and 

citizenship. In India, birth registration is subject to numerous difficulties, especially in 

remote or disadvantaged areas. This can result in statelessness, as a child without a birth 

certificate may find it difficult to demonstrate his nationality. 

3. Migration and Displacement:  

India harbours a substantial populace of refugees, asylum seekers, and internally displaced 

individuals. Offspring born to these groups may encounter challenges in obtaining 

citizenship or registration of birth, leading to a state of statelessness. 

4. Gender Discrimination:  

India's nationality legislation has historically been unfavourable to women, thus making it 

challenging for mothers to transfer citizenship to their offspring. In certain circumstances, 

children born of an Indian mother and a foreign father may encounter difficulties in 

obtaining Indian citizenship. 
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5. State Succession and Changes:  

Political changes and border disputes can lead to uncertainties regarding nationality for 

individuals living in affected regions, potentially resulting in statelessness for children. 

6. Lack of Awareness and Documentation:  

Many families, particularly those from disadvantaged backgrounds, may not be cognizant 

of the significance of birth registration and the legal requirements for citizenship 

acquisition for their children. Access to government services and cumbersome 

documentation procedures can exacerbate this problem. 

 

Statelessness in India has been the focus of numerous efforts to combat it. In 2019, the Citizenship 

Amendment Act was introduced with the aim of expediting the process of acquiring Indian 

citizenship for certain religious minorities from neighbouring countries. Despite this, the law has 

been met with criticism and fears of discrimination. 

 

Impact on Child Rights 

Children have inherent rights that must be protected and maintained to ensure their welfare and 

development. These rights serve as the foundation for children to grow up in a caring and 

supportive environment where they can reach their full potential. All children are the future of the 

world, so it is the responsibility of governments, parents, communities and society as a whole to 

maintain and protect these rights6. 

 

1. Right to Identity:  

Statelessness denies children their right to a legal identity, making it challenging to access 

essential services, such as education and healthcare. 

2. Right to Education:  

Stateless children often face barriers to education, as they lack the necessary 

documentation, which hampers their development and future prospects. 

3. Right to Protection: 

Without a nationality, these children are at increased risk of exploitation, trafficking, and 

child labour. 

4. Right to Family Life:  

Stateless children may be separated from their families due to the legal limbo they find 
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themselves in. 

Impact of statelessness on children: 

Statelessness has a serious and detrimental impact on children, affecting many aspects of their 

lives. Some of the main effects of statelessness on children include: 

 

1. Restricted access to education: 

Educational opportunities for stateless children are often hampered by a lack of proper 

identification. This may result in you being denied admission to an educational institution 

or access to educational resources. As a result, lack of education hinders stateless children's 

intellectual and social development and limits their future prospects. 

2. Lack of access to health care:  

Statelessness can result in a lack of access to health services. If children do not have 

citizenship, they may not be eligible for government-sponsored health insurance or health 

programs, putting them at risk of contracting preventable diseases and not receiving 

adequate medical care. 

3. Protection issues:  

Stateless children may be at increased risk of exploitation, trafficking, child labour 

exploitation, or forced child marriage. Additionally, legal protections and guarantees of 

civil rights may be stripped away, increasing vulnerability to abuse and mistreatment7. 

4. Restrictions on freedom of movement: 

Statelessness can have a significant impact on a child's ability to move freely. Stateless 

children are prevented from traveling within and outside their countries of origin and may 

be unable to attend school, find employment, or reunite with their families. 

5. Family separation: 4,444 stateless children may experience family separation due to 

differences in the nationality of their parents or legal guardians. Such separation can have 

a negative impact on children's emotional and psychological well-being and affect their 

sense of belonging and security. 

6. Legal Vulnerability: 

Stateless children can be detained or arrested for even minor crimes based on their legal 

status. Additionally, they are often denied access to legal representation and may face 

indefinite detention or deportation. 

7. Denial of citizenship rights: 
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Stateless children are denied basic citizenship rights, including the right to participate in 

electoral processes, run for political office, or receive social assistance programs. and are 

deprived of their rights. This leads to a perpetual cycle of marginalization and exclusion8. 

8. Psychological Impact: 

The anxiety and prejudice associated with statelessness can have a significant 

psychological impact on children. They can experience anxiety, feelings of isolation and 

lack of belonging, which can impact on their mental health. 

9. Economic Disadvantage: 

Statelessness can also have a negative impact on an individual's economic situation. This 

is because children often do not have access to formal employment opportunities and may 

be forced into unsupervised and exploitative work to make ends meet. 

10. Barriers to legal identity9: 

Stateless children lack a legal identity and are therefore unable to assert their rights in legal 

matters, including issues related to inheritance, property, or family disputes. It will be 

difficult. 

 

International Efforts to Address Child Statelessness: 

Several international conventions and initiatives aim to combat child statelessness. Global 

partnerships and organizations such as UNICEF and Save the Children work to protect and defend 

the rights of stateless children. 

 

Combating child statelessness is a global concern, with various international initiatives and 

organizations working to combat this issue10. These initiatives aim to prevent and reduce child 

statelessness around the world. Here are some of the major international efforts to combat child 

statelessness: 

 

1. United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR): 

UNHCR launched a special campaign called “#IBelong” in 2014, with the aim of ending 

statelessness by 2024. The campaign focuses on identifying stateless persons and 
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providing them with citizenship or alternative legal status11. 

 

2. United Nations Conventions: 

The 1954 Convention relating to the Status of Stateless Persons and the 1961 Convention 

for the Reduction of Statelessness provide a legal framework for dealing with 

statelessness. These conventions establish principles and guidelines for the prevention and 

reduction of statelessness, including provisions regarding children. 

3. UNICEF (United Nations Children's Fund): 

UNICEF works to protect and promote the rights of children around the world. They 

advocate for every child's right to a legal identity, including citizenship, and support efforts 

to ensure that children are registered at birth. 

4. Global Campaign for Equal Citizenship Rights: 

This campaign, supported by various organizations, is a campaign against discriminatory 

civil rights that prevent mothers from passing on citizenship rights to their children on an 

equal footing with fathers. The purpose is to reform the law. 

5. European Network on Statelessness: 

This network is committed to combating statelessness in Europe and has advocated for 

policy changes in various European countries to prevent and reduce child statelessness12.  

6. NGOs and civil society organizations: 

Many nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) and civil society organizations focus on 

statelessness, advocate for the rights of stateless children, and provide legal access to 

affected individuals and families. We provide support. 

7. International Organization for Migration (IOM): 

IOM is committed to addressing the issue of statelessness in the context of migration and 

displacement. They work to ensure that immigrants, including children, have access to 

legal identification. 

8. Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR): 

In the Americas, the IACHR has taken action to combat statelessness by making 

recommendations to States and promoting legal reform to prevent child statelessness. 

9. United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child: 

                                                             
11 https://www.unhcr.org/id/wp-content/uploads/sites/42/2017/05/Protecting-the-Rights-of-Stateless-People-

ENGLISH-FINAL.pdf (03.10.2023) 
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This Committee monitors the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child 

and provides guidance to States on preventing and combating child statelessness. 

 

These international efforts include advocacy, research, capacity building and policy development 

to raise awareness of child statelessness, promote legal reform and protect the rights of stateless 

children. The common goal of these organizations and initiatives is to ensure that all children, 

regardless of their birth circumstances, enjoy a nationality and the rights and protections that come 

with it. 

 

National Law: 

Combating child statelessness in India requires comprehensive legal reforms, improved birth 

registration systems, and strengthened awareness campaigns. We also need a rights-based 

approach that prioritizes the protection and welfare of all children, regardless of their nationality 

or country of birth. International organizations, civil society and the Indian government must work 

together to ensure that India's stateless children are recognized, protected and given the 

opportunities they deserve. 

 

The Government of India has taken several steps to address the problem of stateless children and 

improve their situation. It's important to note that things may have changed since then, and we 

recommend staying up to date with the latest developments. Some of the key measures taken by 

the Government of India are listed below13. 

 

1. Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019: 

The Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019 aims to enable certain minority religious groups 

(Hindus) to obtain Indian citizenship. (Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains, Parsis, Christians) from 

Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Pakistan who entered India before 31 December 2014. Although 

this law was intended to address the concerns of specific stateless persons, it raised 

controversy and concerns about the impact on other groups and potential discrimination. 

2. National Register of Citizens (NRC): 

The Government of India has launched the National Register of Citizens (NRC) in Assam 

to identify and remove illegal immigrants. This process involved verifying individuals' 
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citizenship status, resulting in some individuals being declared stateless. Although the 

NRC was initially targeted at Assam, there were discussions about its implementation in 

other parts of India, leading to widespread debate and concerns. 

3. Birth Registration Initiatives: 

The government has undertaken various initiatives to facilitate birth registration and 

improve documentation for children. These initiatives aim to ensure that all children are 

registered at birth, an important step in preventing statelessness.  

4. Legal Aid and Advocacy: 

NGOs and civil society organizations in India address issues related to statelessness and 

provide legal aid to people at risk of statelessness, including children. These organizations 

work to defend the rights of stateless persons and raise awareness of this issue. 

5. International Conventions: 

India is not a party to her 1954 Convention relating to the Status of Stateless Persons or 

her 1961 Convention for the Reduction of Statelessness. However, we have been working 

with international organizations such as UNHCR to address concerns about statelessness 

and explore possible solutions. 

 

It is important to recognize that addressing statelessness is a complex issue with social, political 

and legal dimensions. The Indian government's move has received both support and criticism, and 

the situation continues to evolve. For the latest information on government efforts to combat child 

statelessness in India, we recommend contacting official government sources and relevant 

organizations working in this field. 

 

Recommendations for Action 

Statelessness is a deeply worrying issue that deprives children of basic rights and opportunities. It 

perpetuates cycles of poverty, vulnerability and exclusion. Combating child statelessness requires 

governments, international organizations and Civil society needs to work together. Every child 

has the right to the opportunity to live a dignified and fulfilling life, and this starts with securing 

their legal identity and citizenship rights. 

 

Protecting the rights of stateless children is critical to ensuring their welfare and development. 

There are several steps and measures that can be taken to protect the rights of stateless children. 

 



 

  

1. Law Amendments: 

Review and amend the Nationality and Citizenship Laws to eliminate discriminatory 

provisions and ensure children's right to citizenship at birth. Ensures laws that allow 

children to acquire the citizenship of their country of birth even if their parents are 

stateless or hold another nationality. 

2. Birth Registration: 

Implement an accessible and comprehensive birth registration system to ensure that all 

children, including stateless children, are registered at birth. Conduct awareness 

campaigns to inform communities about the importance of birth registration and 

simplify the registration process. 

3. Access to education: 

Ensure equal access to education for stateless children, regardless of their nationality 

or country of birth. Remove all obstructions such as: B. Documentation requirements 

that prevent stateless children from enrolling in schools.  

4. Access to Health Care: 

Ensure access to health services for all children, regardless of nationality or 

statelessness. Develop health programs for stateless children, especially vulnerable 

children. 

5. Protection from Exploitation: 

Strengthens legal protections for stateless children to prevent them from being exposed 

to exploitation, trafficking, or child labour. Establish mechanisms to identify and 

provide assistance to stateless children at risk of exploitation. 

6. Legal identification and documentation: 

Ensure that stateless children are provided with identification and legal recognition, 

including birth certificates and citizenship certificates. Streamlines the process for 

stateless children to obtain documentation. 

7. Family Unity: 

Prevent family separation due to statelessness by allowing stateless children to be 

reunited with their parents or guardians, even if they live in another country. 

8. Education and Advocacy: 

Conduct educational campaigns to inform the public, government officials, and 

communities about the rights and vulnerabilities of stateless children. Advocate for the 

rights of stateless children through civil society organizations and international 

organizations. 



 

  

9. International Cooperation: 

Collaborate with international organizations, neighboring countries, and relevant 

stakeholders to address transnational issues related to stateless children. Participate in 

international conferences and agreements aimed at preventing and mitigating 

statelessness. 

10. Monitoring and Reporting: 

Establish mechanisms for monitoring and reporting on the situation of stateless 

children, including data collection and analysis to assess progress and identify areas 

for improvement. 

11.  Legal Aid: 

Provides legal aid and assistance to stateless children and their families, enabling them 

to navigate complex legal processes and assert their rights. 

12. Capacity Development: 

Train government officials, health care providers, educators, and other relevant 

professionals on the rights and needs of stateless children. 

 

Protecting the rights of stateless children requires a comprehensive, rights-based approach that 

includes legal reform, awareness-raising and international cooperation. It is important to recognize 

that all children, stateless or not, have the right to legal identity, citizenship and access to essential 

services. 

 

Conclusion 

Child statelessness is a global crisis that deprives millions of children of basic rights and 

opportunities. It is the responsibility of governments, international organizations and civil society 

to work together to eliminate the causes of child statelessness and protect the rights of these 

vulnerable people. Addressing this issue comprehensively will ensure that every child, regardless 

of nationality or place of origin, has the opportunity to live a full and dignified life. 

 

In summary, protecting the rights of stateless children is not only a matter of justice but also a 

fundamental necessity for the welfare and development of children. Stateless children face 

numerous challenges and vulnerabilities that can hinder their access to education, health care, and 

protection from exploitation. A multifaceted approach is essential to address these issues and 

protect the rights of stateless children. 



 

  

 

This approach should include legal reforms to eliminate discriminatory laws, accessible birth 

registration systems, and equal access to education and health care. Furthermore, raising 

awareness about the rights and vulnerabilities of stateless children is crucial for communities and 

authorities to understand their responsibility to protect these children. 

 

International cooperation is also important because stateless people often cross national borders. 

Cooperative efforts with neighbouring countries and cooperation with international organizations 

can help address the complexities of transnational statelessness. 

 

To protect the rights of stateless children, governments, civil society organizations and the 

international community must work together to build a world in which all children, regardless of 

their nationality or country of birth, enjoy all rights. It is essential that the rights and opportunities 

they receive; By taking these steps, we can build a future where statelessness is a thing of the past 

and the rights of every child are upheld and protected. 


