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A STUDY ON CRIMINALIZATION OF MARITAL 

RAPE IN INDIA 
 

AUTHORED BY - S. KAVISREE 

 

 

ABSTRACT 

One of the most contentious and unresolved legal issues in India is marital rape, which is 

defined as having sex with one's spouse without that spouse's consent. Indian law still grants 

husbands a conditional immunity from prosecution for rape under the marital exception, despite 

progressive legislative changes in criminal law. The legal, constitutional, and social aspects of 

India's criminalization of marital rape are all critically examined in this paper. It examines 

whether the marital rape exception infringes against the fundamental rights of equality, dignity, 

privacy, and bodily autonomy as guaranteed by the constitution. 

Additionally, legislative trends, court rulings, and comparative foreign practices are examined. 

It highlights the shortcomings in the current legal system and makes recommendations for 

changes to guarantee complete protection of married women's sexual liberty and respect. The 

study comes to the conclusion that immediate legislative action is necessary because the marital 

rape exception's ongoing existence is incompatible with both international human rights norms 

and constitutional morality. 

 

Keywords: Consent, Dignity, Privacy, Criminal Law Reform, Women's Rights, Marital Rape, 

Sexual Autonomy, Constitutional Morality, Marital Exception, and Domestic Violence. 
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CHAPTER 1 

1.1 INTRODUCTIO 

In Indian civilization, marriage is historically regarded as a sacred institution. Marriage does 

not, however, take away a person's right to consent, dignity, or bodily autonomy. Non-

consensual sex between a husband and his wife is referred to as marital rape. The ongoing 

tension between marital expectations and the individual right to sexual autonomy has made the 

matter a significant topic of legal and constitutional discussion in India. The necessity of 

making marital rape a crime and the effectiveness of the current legal system in protecting 

married women are both examined in this study. 

 

1.2 BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY 

In Indian culture, marriage is typically regarded as a sacred institution. Marriage, however, 

does not take away a person's entitlement to physical autonomy, dignity, and consent. Non-

consensual sexual relations between a husband and his wife are referred to as marital rape. The 

ongoing tension between marital expectations and the individual right to sexual autonomy has 

made the issue a significant topic of legal and constitutional discussion in India. The necessity 

of making marital rape a crime and the effectiveness of the current judicial system in defending 

married women are both examined in this study. 

When a husband engages in sexual activity with his wife without her free and voluntary 

agreement, it is referred to as marital rape. Due to the marital rape exception, such behavior 

was not considered rape under Indian criminal law for a considerable amount of time. The legal 

treatment of non-consensual sexual acts within marriage raises significant issues, despite the 

fact that Indian law has progressively evolved to acknowledge women's rights to equality, 

privacy, dignity, and physical autonomy. 

Sexual relations between a husband and his wife without the latter's free and voluntary 

permission are referred to as marital rape. Due to the marital rape exception, Indian criminal 

law for a long time did not classify such behavior as rape in the majority of cases. Even while 

Indian law has progressively evolved to acknowledge women's rights to equality, privacy, 

dignity, and physical autonomy, there are still significant issues with how non-consensual 

sexual actions within marriage are treated legally. 

As a result, the prohibition of marital rape in India continues to be a significant social and legal 

concern. In order to guarantee equality, dignity, physical autonomy, and protection of women 

in marriage, this study looks at the current legislative framework, constitutional principles, 
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judicial advancements, and international human rights standards pertaining to marital rape. 

 

1.3 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY 

Because it is at the nexus of criminal law, human rights, gender justice, and constitutional law, 

marital rape is a crucial problem. The constitutional guaranties of equality, dignity, and personal 

liberty are seriously called into doubt by the ongoing protection of husbands from punishment 

for non-consensual sexual conduct within marriage. 

According to Justice K.S. Puttaswamy (Retd.) v. Union of India, the right to bodily autonomy 

and sexual consent are included in the right to privacy. This constitutional recognition is 

squarely at odds with the marital rape exception. Additionally, the criminalization of marital 

rape is required under international agreements like the Declaration on the Elimination of 

Violence Against Women and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 

Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW). 

This study is crucial because it evaluates the theoretical underpinnings and practical 

effectiveness of current legislation, pinpoints structural obstacles, and suggests workable 

changes to improve the legal protection of married women's sexual autonomy and dignity. The 

report also adds to the ongoing national discussion on whether or not India should make marital 

rape a crime. 

 

1.4 REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

1. Justice J.S. Verma Committee Report (2013) 

The criminalization of marital rape was specifically recommended by the Justice J.S. Verma 

Committee, which was established in the wake of the 2012 Delhi gang rape case. The 

Committee noted that the marital exception to the rape law was founded on the antiquated 

belief that a wife is her husband's property and that marriage implies irrevocable consent to 

sexual intercourse. However, the legislature did not carry out the committee's advice.Law 

Commission of India, 172nd Report (2000) 

In its 172nd Report on Review of Rape Laws, the Law Commission of India suggested that the 

marital exception to rape be eliminated. The Commission noted that the exception went against 

the equality and dignity guaranteed by the constitution. Nevertheless, this suggestion did not 

result in any legislative action. 

2. Flavia Agnes – Family Law and Gender Justice 

Flavia Agnes investigates how criminal law and family law interact in India, with a focus on 

domestic violence and marital sexual abuse. Her work emphasizes the need for legal reform as 
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well as the patriarchal presumptions that underlie the marital rape exception. However, rather 

than criminalizing marital rape, her research mostly concentrates on the civil remedies offered 

under the Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005. 

3. Independent Thought v. Union of India (2017) 

The Supreme Court raised the age of consent for marital intercourse from fifteen to eighteen in 

Independent Thought v. Union of India, therefore reading down the exception to Section 375 

IPC. The Court noted that the fundamental guaranties of equality and dignity were violated by 

the arbitrary marital exemption. The criminalization of marital rape for married adult women 

was not addressed by the court, nevertheless. 

4. Government and NCRB Publications 

Information on crimes against women, such as sexual abuse and domestic violence, can be 

found in government and NCRB reports. However, because marital rape is not criminalized, 

these studies frequently fail to classify it individually, leaving a dearth of trustworthy 

information regarding the incidence of marital rape in India. 

 

1.5 RESEARCH GAP 

Despite the fact that India has well-established criminal laws and constitutional protections, 

most of the scholarly literature that is currently available focuses on describing statutory 

provisions and court rulings without critically evaluating how well these laws actually protect 

married women from marital rape. The constitutional aspects of the marital rape exemption 

have not received much attention in current study, especially in light of the Supreme Court's 

acknowledgment of the right to privacy and bodily autonomy. 

Additionally, the importance of international human rights norms, the social and psychological 

effects of marital rape on victims, and a comparative study of marital rape laws in other 

jurisdictions have not received enough scholarly attention. Research on the evidential and 

procedural issues that would emerge if marital rape were made a crime in India is also lacking. 

By offering a thorough examination of the legal, constitutional, and social aspects of India's 

criminalization of marital rape, this study aims to close these gaps. 

 

1.6 OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 

1. To investigate India's legal and constitutional framework around marital rape. 

2. To evaluate whether the marital rape exception is lawful in light of Articles 14, 15, 19, 

and 21. 

3. To assess legislative changes and court rulings concerning marital rape in India. 
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4. To contrast India's legal stance on marital rape with those of other countries. 

5. To determine the obstacles married women encounter when pursuing legal recourse for 

marital rape. 

6. To suggest institutional and legislative changes to make marital rape a crime in India. 

 

1.7 RESEARCH QUESTIONS 

The study will be guided by the following research questions: 

1. What does marital rape mean legally in India? 

2. What constitutional protections does the marital rape exception violate? 

3. What is the Indian courts' interpretation of the exception for marital rape? 

4. How do international human rights legislation and comparative countries view marital 

rape? 

5. What legal, social, and psychological obstacles must married women overcome in order 

to report marital rape? 

6. What changes are required to make marital rape illegal in India while maintaining due 

process and safeguarding the accused's rights? 

 

1.8 RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

The effectiveness of India's legal framework for addressing marital rape is examined in this 

study using a doctrinal, analytical, and comparative legal methodology. The doctrinal approach 

focuses on the study of primary legal sources, such as the Indian Constitution, the Indian Penal 

Code, 1860, the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023, the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023, 

the Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam, 2005, pertinent regulations, official reports, and court 

rulings. 

Books, research papers, journal articles, and policy publications are examples of secondary 

sources. The analytical method assesses the extent, efficacy, and constraints of current 

legislation pertaining to marital rape. The comparative approach looks at how marital rape is 

treated legally in other countries, such as the US, UK, Canada, Australia, and South Africa. 

Instead of employing original empirical data, the study is mostly qualitative and relies on 

judicial analysis and legal interpretation. Background information on crimes against women is 

provided by institutional reports and government statistics. In the end, the study finds 

procedural and legal weaknesses and suggests victim-centered, technical, and legislative 

changes to improve married women's legal protection in India. 
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1.9 LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY 

This study's execution and scope are subject to several limitations. The research does not 

include direct interviews with victims or empirical field investigations because it is largely 

doctrinal in nature. Furthermore, new aspects of marital rape may emerge outside the scope of 

this analysis due to the quick evolution of society's attitudes and legal structures. 

Because of dark figure of crime factors—such as societal shame, victim intimidation, lack of 

awareness, fear, and privacy concerns that promote underreporting—the study primarily 

depends on public literature and official government figures, which may not accurately reflect 

the true scope of crimes. The absence of thorough and detailed information on marital rape in 

India further restricts the study. 

 

1.10 SCHEME OF THE STUDY 

Chapter I – The study's history, significance, literature review, research gap, research aims, 

research questions, research methods, limits, and strategy are all explained in the introduction. 

Chapter II – Marital rape's nature, evolution, and significance are explained by the conceptual 

framework of marital rape. Consent, privacy, power disparity, the psychological, physical, and 

social effects on victims, and the difficulties faced by women are all covered. 

Chapter III – The Indian Penal Code, 1860; Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023; Bharatiya 

Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023; Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam, 2023; the Protection of 

Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005; and NALSA victim support mechanisms are all 

examined in the Legal Framework for Protection of Women Against Marital Rape in India. 

Chapter IV – The effectiveness of current laws, the judicial system, the difficulties in 

gathering evidence and conducting investigations, jurisdictional concerns, and the enforcement 

mechanisms are all examined in this critical analysis of India's marital rape laws. It also 

compares India to the United States, the United Kingdom, Canada, Australia, and South Africa. 

Chapter V – The study's main conclusions are presented in Findings, Suggestions, and 

Conclusion, which also explore the discrepancy between legal rights and real protection. The 

report concludes with recommendations for legislative reform, victim support, training, 

awareness, and prosecution of marital rape. 
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CHAPTER II 

CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK OF MARITAL RAPE 

2.1 Introduction 

In India, marriage has long been seen as a holy and untouchable institution, and having sex 

while married is seen as a duty rather than a voluntary act. Historically, husbands who engage 

in non-consensual sexual practices with their wives have been protected from prosecution by 

this patriarchal worldview. By arguing that consent to marriage does not imply irrevocable 

permission to sexual contact, the concept of marital rape contradicts this conventional wisdom. 

Sexual contact with one's spouse without the partner's consent is referred to as marital rape. 

Sexual coercion inside marriage, forced sexual relations, and sexual activities without consent 

are all included. Due to the marital exception, marital rape is frequently not considered a crime 

in many jurisdictions, including India, in contrast to other types of rape. 

Marital rape has been a prominent topic in legal discourse due to the ongoing development of 

constitutional jurisprudence, international human rights standards, and shifting social 

perspectives. Before examining the legal safeguards put in place to protect women from such 

crimes, one must have a thorough understanding of the idea, nature, and different types of 

marital rape. 

The definition, nature, traits, and evolution of marital rape are the main topics of this chapter. 

It also analyzes the psychological, social, and economic ramifications of the main types of 

marital rape. 

 

2.2 Meaning of Marital Rape 

Sexual activities or sexual relations carried out by one spouse against the other without that 

spouse's consent are generally referred to as marital rape. The parties' marital status serves as a 

defense or an exemption from criminal culpability in such cases. The fact that the victim and 

the perpetrator are lawfully married and that the crime takes place in the seclusion of the 

marriage is one of the characteristics that set marital rape apart. 

Marital rape is either not illegal in many places or is only illegal under specific circumstances. 

The ancient belief that a wife is her husband's property and that marriage entails unchangeable 

agreement to sexual activity is the foundation of the marital exception to rape legislation. 

Human rights organizations, women's rights groups, and constitutional courts have all 

contested this idea. 

Marital rape can be defined in this sense as when a husband violates his wife's bodily autonomy, 

http://www.whiteblacklegal.co.in/


14 

www.whiteblacklegal.co.in 

Volume 4 Issue 3 | Nov 2026          ISSN: 2581-8503 

 

dignity, and privacy through illegal, coercive, or non-consensual sexual activities. Sexual 

activities without consent, forced sexual relations, coercion, and marital sexual abuse are some 

examples of these violations. 

 

2.3 Evolution of Marital Rape 

The concept of marital rape has developed in tandem with the advancement of international 

human rights standards, women's rights, and constitutional jurisprudence. Early on, marriage 

was seen as a holy institution, and having sex while married was seen as an unbreakable 

commitment. The historical belief that a wife is her husband's property and that marriage entails 

irreversible agreement to sexual activity served as the foundation for the marital exception to 

rape law. 

The idea of marital rape became a major legal and societal issue when women's rights 

organizations gained traction. Many countries, including the United States, Canada, Australia, 

South Africa, and the United Kingdom, have made marital rape illegal due to the 

acknowledgment of women's bodily autonomy, dignity, and privacy. 

Due to shifting social attitudes, international human rights norms, and constitutional 

jurisprudence, marital rape has become a more prominent issue in India in recent years. The 

Justice J.S. Verma Committee's suggestion to make marital rape a crime was not carried out by 

the legislature. 

 

2.4 Nature of Marital Rape 

Marital rape differs from many types of traditional criminal conduct due to a number of unique 

characteristics. Particular issues with permission, privacy, evidence, and the repercussions 

experienced by victims arise when the perpetrator and victim are married. 

2.4.1 Consent 

An essential component of the concept of rape is consent. The marital relationship between the 

parties complicates the consent problem in the situation of marital rape. The idea that marriage 

entails unchangeable permission to sexual activity is the foundation of the marital exception to 

rape laws. Constitutional courts and human rights organizations, which acknowledge that 

consent must be free, informed, and continuous, have contested this idea. 

2.4.2 Privacy 

It is challenging to identify, report, and punish marital rape since it takes place in the seclusion 

of the marriage. The offense's private character frequently leads to underreporting and a lack of 

trustworthy data regarding its frequency. In addition, victims may experience family pressure, 
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social stigma, and fear of reprisals, all of which deter reporting. 

2.4.3 Power Imbalance 

A power imbalance between the husband and the wife is frequently present in marital rape, 

with the husband controlling and dominating the wife. Economic reliance, patriarchal societal 

norms, and ignorance of legal rights all contribute to this power disparity. 

2.4.4 Psychological Impact 

Women's mental and emotional health can be severely impacted by marital rape. Fear, 

humiliation, anxiety, melancholy, social disengagement, emotional anguish, and low self-

esteem are some of the symptoms that victims may encounter. Trauma and a persistent sense of 

insecurity can also result from repeated sexual abuse. 

2.4.5 Physical Impact 

Physical harm, STDs, unwanted pregnancies, and other health issues can arise from marital 

rape. Chronic pain, gynecological disorders, and other long-term health concerns may also be 

experienced by victims. 

2.4.6 Social Impact 

Victims of marital rape may experience severe social repercussions, such as social humiliation, 

familial pressure, divorce, and a decline in social status. Additionally, victims may experience 

financial difficulties, especially if women rely on their spouses for financial support. 

 

2.5 Challenges Faced by Women Victims of Marital Rape 

When seeking justice and suitable remedies, women who are victims of marital rape face a 

variety of legal, social, and psychological challenges. Even though there are a number of laws, 

organizations, and procedures in place to deal with sexual offenses, victims may encounter 

challenges at various points, such as reporting the incident, conducting an investigation, being 

prosecuted, and receiving relief. 

1. Lack of Awareness 

One of the main challenges experienced by women impacted by marital rape is a lack of 

awareness of their legal rights and potential remedies. It is possible that victims are unaware of 

the legal laws that apply to their situation or that some sexual behaviors within marriage are 

penal offenses. It is possible that a woman who has experienced marital rape is unaware of the 

proper authority or legal process for filing a complaint. Inadequate understanding of complaint 

procedures, support resources, and legal remedies can further deter or postpone reporting. 

2. Social Stigma 

The social stigma attached to marital rape is a major deterrent to reporting. Victims may worry 
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about social rejection, pressure from family, and a decline in their social status. 

Reporting is further deterred by the fear of being blamed or disregarded. Victims are frequently 

coerced by family members to keep quiet and maintain the marriage. 

3. Economic Dependence 

One of the biggest challenges for many women is their financial reliance on their husbands. If 

victims report marital rape, they may worry about losing their security, housing, and financial 

support. Due to their financial fragility, women are frequently forced to stay in violent 

relationships and avoid taking legal action. 

4. Lack of Legal Remedy 

Due to India's non-criminalization of marital rape, victims have little legal options. Although it 

offers civil remedies, marital rape is not expressly included in the Protection of Women from 

Domestic Violence Act, 2005. There is a big hole in married women's legal protection because 

marital rape is not punishable by law. 

5. Problems Relating to Evidence 

It is frequently challenging to gather and preserve evidence in cases of marital rape. In contrast 

to other types of rape, marital rape takes place in the privacy of a married couple and frequently 

has no witnesses. It might be challenging for victims to prove that they did not provide their 

consent, especially when it comes to a marriage. Evidence gathering and preservation are made 

more difficult by the lack of particular legal procedures for marital rape. 

6. Jurisdictional Problems 

Complex jurisdictional concerns may arise in marital rape cases, especially if the assault takes 

place across state or national borders or if the spouses live in different jurisdictions. 

Investigations may be delayed as a result of these jurisdictional issues, and victims may find it 

more challenging to receive prompt and efficient remedies. 

7. Difficulty in Removing Harmful Content 

Victims of marital rape may find it challenging to remove offensive content from digital 

platforms, such as private photos or videos. The victim may suffer additional pain and 

humiliation if such content is disseminated without consent. 

 

2.6 Conclusion 

Marital rape is a grave breach of women's bodily autonomy, dignity, and privacy, according to 

the conceptual framework of the crime. The married exception to rape laws is incompatible 

with international human rights norms and constitutional morality, because it is founded on 

antiquated patriarchal ideas. The necessity for comprehensive legal reform is highlighted by 
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the difficulties faced by women who are victims of marital rape, including ignorance, social 

stigma, financial reliance, and a lack of legal recourse. 

Therefore, evaluating the legal measures available to prevent such acts, protect victims, and 

provide appropriate remedies requires a thorough understanding of the nature and many kinds 

of marital rape. In the debate that follows, the pertinent legal framework is examined using the 

conceptual framework that was created in this chapter. 

 

CHAPTER III 

LEGAL FRAMEWORK FOR PROTECTION OF WOMEN AGAINST 

MARITAL RAPE IN INDIA 

3.1 Introduction 

The development of a robust and efficient legal framework is crucial for safeguarding women 

against marital rape due to the swift progress of constitutional jurisprudence and international 

human rights norms. Within this context, women may need special consideration since they 

may be subjected to different types of sexual violence in marriage, such as coerced sexual 

relations, forced sexual activities, and sexual acts without consent. 

Marital rape laws in India are not combined into a single, all-inclusive piece of legislation. 

Rather, the legal framework is made up of a number of interrelated elements, such as laws 

governing evidence, criminal statutes, procedural legislation, constitutional rights, and 

institutional systems designed to deal with sexual assaults. Several aspects of marital rape are 

covered by the Indian Penal Code, 1860, the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023, the Bharatiya 

Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023, the Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam, 2023, and the Protection 

of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005. 

However, effective protection is not ensured by the sheer existence of legislation. The ability 

of the legal system to address the problem of marital rape, offer easily available remedies, 

facilitate efficient investigation and prosecution, and guarantee prompt justice is essential to its 

practical success. 

 

3.2 Constitutional Protection of Women in India 

The fundamental legal basis for protecting women from sexual violence, including marital 

rape, is found in the Indian Constitution. While the Constitution was written before modern 

conceptions of marital rape, its principles of equality, individual liberty, human dignity, and 

privacy still apply to behavior that takes place in a married relationship. 
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3.2.1 Marital Rape and Article 14 – Equality Before Law 

The constitutional principles of equality before the law and equal protection under the law are 

established under Article 14. As a result, women who have experienced marital rape are entitled 

to equitable treatment and access to the proper legal remedies. The guaranty of equality is 

violated by the marital rape exemption, which establishes an arbitrary division between married 

and single women. By denying married women the same legal protection against sexual 

violence as single women, the exemption also discriminates against married women. 

3.2.2 Marital Rape and Article 15 – Prohibition of Discrimination 

Discrimination on some grounds, including sex, is forbidden by Article 15. Married women are 

discriminated against under the marital rape exception due to their marital status, which is 

indirectly related to their sex. The exemption deprives married women of equal legal protection 

and perpetuates patriarchal ideas about marriage. Therefore, actions intended to guarantee 

women's safety, equality, and meaningful participation in society are supported by the 

constitutional protection under Article 15. 

3.2.3 Marital Rape and Article 19 – Freedom of Speech and Expression 

The fundamental right to freedom of speech and expression is guaranteed to citizens by Article 

19(1)(a). This right is pertinent to the larger conversation on women's rights and gender justice 

even though it has nothing to do with marital rape. Women must have the freedom to voice 

their opinions, participate in public debate, and push for legislative change without worrying 

about reprisals or repression. 

3.2.4 Marital Rape and Article 21 – Right to Life and Personal Liberty 

The right to life and personal liberty are safeguarded by Article 21, which states that no one 

may be deprived of these rights unless a legally prescribed process is followed. The meaning 

of Article 21 has been broadened by court interpretation to include several aspects of individual 

autonomy, privacy, and human dignity. 

The Supreme Court upheld the right to privacy as one of the essential rights guaranteed by the 

Constitution in Justice K.S. Puttaswamy (Retd.) v. Union of India. In the situation of marital 

rape, this constitutional recognition is especially important. The right to sexual consent and 

bodily autonomy are included in the right to privacy. This constitutional recognition is squarely 

at odds with the marital rape exception. 

 

3.3 Marital Rape Under the Indian Penal Code, 1860 

A significant part of India's legal system pertaining to sexual offenses was the Indian Penal 

Code, 1860. The IPC's Section 375 defined rape and made marital sex an exception. 
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According to the exception, a man's sexual relations with his own wife—as long as she is at 

least fifteen years old—do not constitute rape. There has been a lot of discussion and 

controversy surrounding this exception. 

 

3.4 Marital Rape Under Section 375 and Its Judicial History 

Rape was once illegal under Section 375 of the Indian Penal Code, subject to the marital 

exception. In Independent Thought v. Union of India, however, the Supreme Court read down 

the exception by increasing the consent age for marital sex from fifteen to eighteen. The court 

ruled that the fundamental guaranties of equality and dignity were violated by the arbitrary 

marital exemption. 

The ruling has a significant impact on how India's rape laws are developed. It shows that laws 

governing sexual behavior must continue to be in line with constitutional protections. At the 

same time, it draws attention to the difficulty of separating behavior that qualifies as actual 

sexual abuse or criminal activity from constitutionally protected marital seclusion. 

 

3.5 Marital Rape Under The Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 

The Indian Penal Code was superseded by the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 (BNS), which is 

currently India's primary law governing serious criminal offenses. Many of the offenses 

covered by the BNS can be committed or made easier by marital relationships, despite the fact 

that it was not created as a law that deals just with marital rape. 

3.5.1 Rape 

The BNS acknowledges rape as a criminal act. The BNS's definition of rape preserves the 

marital exemption, which states that a man's sexual relations with his own wife—as long as the 

woman is not younger than eighteen—do not constitute rape. Married women are still not 

protected by the penal code from non-consensual sexual actions due to this exclusion. 

3.5.2 Sexual Harassment 

There are provisions in the BNS that address sexual harassment. The exact facts and 

circumstances will determine whether the applicable criminal prohibitions apply when such 

behavior occurs within a married relationship. The BNS's provisions may coexist with relevant 

provisions of other laws in certain situations. 

3.5.3 Criminal Intimidation 

Women may be threatened with bodily harm, the exposing of private photos, the disclosure of 

personal information, reputational damage, or other negative outcomes through the exploitation 

of digital technology and physical coercion. The pertinent BNS provisions may apply when 
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such threats meet the legal criteria for criminal intimidation. 

3.5.4 Defamation 

When the required legal conditions are met, false or defamatory remarks against a woman may 

give rise to defamation-related criminal law difficulties. Digital content's broad distribution 

and quick rotation may make reputational damage more severe. 

 

3.6 Marital Rape Under The Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 

The legal basis for criminal investigations, inquiries, and trials is established by the Bharatiya 

Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 (BNSS). Its applicability in the context of marital rape 

encompasses issues including criminal court processes, police investigations, witness 

examinations, evidence gathering and preservation, search and seizure, and registration and 

investigation of offenses. 

Evidence from electronic devices, online accounts, computer systems, servers, and digital 

platforms is sometimes used in marital rape prosecutions. Therefore, in order to guarantee that 

complaints concerning women are handled properly and that pertinent evidence is gathered and 

stored in compliance with the law, effective procedural processes are crucial. 

 

3.7 Marital Rape Under The Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam, 2023 

Because electronic and digital recordings frequently comprise important kinds of evidence, the 

Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam, 2023 (BSA) takes considerable importance in marital rape 

trials. Emails, text messages, social media communications, photos, videos, audio recordings, 

call logs, computer files, server information, metadata, electronic payment records, and other 

types of digitally stored data are examples of such evidence, depending on the type of offense. 

Questions about the material's legitimacy, dependability, integrity, and appropriate 

preservation must be addressed in order for it to be properly relied upon during judicial 

processes. The evidentiary framework for the evaluation and admissibility of digital and 

electronic evidence is provided by the BSA. 

 

3.8 Marital Rape Under the Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005 

The Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005 (PWDVA), which defines 

domestic violence to include sexual abuse, offers protection orders, residence orders, financial 

relief, and custody orders as civil remedies for women who are victims of domestic violence, 

including sexual abuse. Nevertheless, neither marital rape nor non-consensual sexual actions 

within marriage are particularly covered by the PWDVA, nor are there any criminal penalties 
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for them. 

 

3.9 Marital Rape Under the National Legal Services Authority (NALSA) and Victim 

Support Mechanisms 

Women who are victims of sexual violence can receive legal assistance and support services 

from the National Legal Services Authority (NALSA) and other victim support mechanisms. 

For women to have access to support services and legal remedies, these systems are crucial. 

However, public knowledge, accessibility, prompt reaction, and efficient coordination among 

pertinent agencies are all necessary for these systems to be effective. 

 

3.10 Overall Assessment of the Indian Legal Framework 

In order to combat sexual violence against women, India has put in place a comprehensive 

institutional and legal structure. The fundamental foundation for safeguarding individuals 

inside marriage is provided by constitutional principles pertaining to equality, liberty, dignity, 

and privacy. There are significant criminal provisions in the Indian Penal Code, 1860, and the 

Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023, that may be applicable to actions taken while married. While 

the Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam, 2023, is important for the admissibility and evaluation of 

electronic and digital evidence, the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023, creates the 

procedural framework for investigation and criminal prosecutions. Another piece of legislation 

pertaining to domestic abuse is the Protection of Women from Domestic Abuse Act of 2005. 

Examining this legal framework's practical efficacy starts with an analysis of it. The operation 

of marital rape legislation, judicial reactions, investigation and evidence, 

jurisdictional problems, victim protection systems, and comparative international methods are 

thus the main topics of the next chapter. 

 

CHAPTER IV 

CRITICAL ANALYSIS OF MARITAL RAPE LAWS IN INDIA 

4.1 Introduction 

The previous chapter discussed the constitutional, statutory, and institutional measures 

available in India for safeguarding women from marital rape. India has introduced various laws 

and institutional mechanisms to deal with sexual offenses within marriage. The Indian Penal 

Code, 1860, the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023, the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 

2023, the Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam, 2023, and the Protection of Women from Domestic 
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Violence Act, 2005, collectively The constitutional, legal, and institutional safeguards that 

India has in place to protect women against marital rape were covered in the preceding chapter. 

To address sexual transgressions within marriage, India has implemented a number of laws and 

institutional structures. Several aspects of marital rape are covered by the Indian Penal Code, 

1860, the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023, the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023, the 

Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam, 2023, and the Protection of Women from Domestic Violence 

Act, 2005. 

However, unless these measures are successfully executed, the mere existence of legislation 

cannot guaranty full safety for women. The ability of the legal system to address the problem 

of marital rape, offer easily available remedies, facilitate efficient investigation and 

prosecution, and guarantee prompt justice is essential to its practical success. 

However, unless these measures are successfully executed, the mere existence of legislation 

cannot guaranty full safety for women. The ability of the legal system to address the problem 

of marital rape, offer easily available remedies, facilitate efficient investigation and 

prosecution, and guarantee prompt justice is essential to its practical success. 

Due to the intimate nature of the offense, the parties' marital relationship, and social and 

cultural conventions that discourage reporting, marital rape poses unique obstacles. The current 

legal reaction has become more complicated because of the growing awareness of women's 

physical autonomy, dignity, and privacy. In order to determine whether the Indian legal system 

can effectively treat marital rape, this chapter objectively evaluates its advantages and 

disadvantages. 

 

4.2 Effectiveness of the Indian Penal Code and Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita 

India's legal response to sexual violence still heavily relies on the Indian Penal Code and the 

Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita. Their rules against criminal intimidation, sexual harassment, rape, 

and defamation are especially pertinent to marital offenses. These clauses recognize that 

marriages can encourage coercion, sexual abuse, and other grave harm. 

However, the success of these regulations in practice is directly related to the caliber of 

enforcement and investigation. When the perpetrator cannot be identified or sufficient proof 

cannot be gathered, a statutory offense has no practical effect. An offender might, for example, 

use the marriage to hide the crime, threaten the victim, or destroy evidence. As a result, the 

legislation's acknowledgment of an infraction does not always lead to a successful prosecution. 

The fact that the Indian Penal Code was written in 1860, when women's legal status was 

significantly less developed than it is now, is another drawback. Even though the legal 
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framework has been improved by successive amendments and other laws, the Act's 

appropriateness must be continuously evaluated due to the rapid expansion of constitutional 

jurisprudence, international human rights standards, and shifting social perspectives. 

 

4.3 Judicial Approach Towards Marital Rape 

The judiciary has a crucial role in modifying long-standing legal precepts to reflect shifting 

social conditions. Courts must weigh the rights of accused individuals and other pertinent 

parties against the interests of victims. The evolution of constitutional concepts in the areas of 

privacy, dignity, and bodily autonomy has been significantly influenced by court rulings. 

The Supreme Court acknowledged privacy as a basic right in Justice K.S. Puttaswamy (Retd.) 

v. Union of India. Since the right to privacy encompasses the right to physical autonomy and 

sexual consent, this principle is especially crucial in cases of marital rape. 

The Supreme Court raised the age of consent for married intercourse from fifteen to eighteen 

in Independent Thought v. Union of India, thereby reading down the marital exception. The 

Court noted that the fundamental guaranties of equality and dignity were violated by the 

arbitrary marital exemption. The criminalization of marital rape for married adult women was 

not addressed by the court, nevertheless. 

When laws do not specifically address marital rape, judicial interpretation becomes particularly 

important. Courts must apply international human rights norms and constitutional guaranties 

when interpreting current statutes. 

 

4.4 Investigation of Marital Rape 

The way that complaints are looked into has a big impact on how effective marital rape laws 

are. Investigations into marital rape frequently call for specific expertise and tact, in contrast to 

many traditional crimes. Examining the marital relationship, gathering pertinent evidence, and 

establishing the link between the accused and the claimed behavior may all be necessary for 

investigators. 

Additionally, victims may have trouble reporting due to mental discomfort, humiliation, or fear. 

Without keeping copies, a lady can delete nasty texts or block offenders right away. 

Such acts may occasionally complicate further research. As a result, understanding how to 

preserve evidence is crucial. Before erasing or changing screenshots, messages, URLs, account 

information, emails, photos, videos, and other pertinent documents, victims should, if at all 

possible, keep them. 

 

http://www.whiteblacklegal.co.in/


24 

www.whiteblacklegal.co.in 

Volume 4 Issue 3 | Nov 2026          ISSN: 2581-8503 

 

4.5 Evidence and Its Challenges 

In the majority of marital rape investigations, evidence is a crucial component. Testimonial and 

documentary evidence, in contrast to tangible proof, might be impacted by fear, social pressure, 

and the marital connection. Therefore, it is essential to establish the integrity, legitimacy, and 

dependability of the evidence. 

In a case of marital rape, for example, medical evidence may first show that an offense 

occurred. However, in order to prove the lack of permission and pinpoint the culprit, 

investigators might want more details. Similarly, in circumstances involving digital evidence, 

a specialist investigation may be necessary to ascertain whether an audio recording, video, or 

image has been altered. 

Practical challenges are also brought about by the massive amount of evidence produced during 

marital rape cases. Extensive collections of texts, photos, videos, files, and other documents 

may need to be examined by police authorities. Therefore, adequate forensic infrastructure, 

technology resources, and staff with the proper training are required for the efficient 

examination of evidence. 

 

4.6 Jurisdictional Challenges 

Marital rape can involve complicated jurisdictional concerns and frequently takes place in the 

seclusion of the marriage. The crime may take place across state or national borders, or the 

victim and the perpetrator may live in different jurisdictions. Determining and exercising 

jurisdiction becomes extremely challenging in such situations. 

Because marital rape takes place in the seclusion of a married couple, traditional territorial 

conceptions are not usually easily applied to the crime. To identify an offender, investigators 

may also need information from commercial technology companies or foreign authorities. 

As a result, cross-border inquiries may take a long time. When intimate photos, threats, or 

ongoing harassment are involved, these delays are more dangerous because damaging content 

might still be available or spread while the investigation is underway. Therefore, efficient 

investigation and prosecution depend on international cooperation, mutual legal support, and 

coordination among law enforcement authorities. 

 

4.7 Critical Assessment of Enforcement Mechanisms 

The Indian framework has a number of noteworthy advantages. It includes institutional 

structures for victim support, several statutory requirements, and constitutional protections for 

privacy and dignity. Authorities are also authorized to respond to a wide range of sexual 
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offenses within marriage because of the interplay between criminal law and constitutional law. 

Effective enforcement is still a major concern in spite of these advantages. Adequately 

qualified police officers, knowledgeable forensic specialists, and effective legal procedures are 

essential to the practical application of the law. Married women's legal safety is severely 

compromised by the non-criminalization of marital rape. 

 

4.8 Comparative Analysis of Marital Rape Laws 

4.8.1 Marital Rape Laws in The United Kingdom 

In R v. R, the House of Lords in the United Kingdom criminalized marital rape in 1991, ruling 

that the marital exception to rape legislation was based on antiquated ideas and incompatible 

with contemporary legal standards. By eliminating the married exception and defining rape in 

gender-neutral terms, the Sexual Offenses Act of 2003 substantially strengthened the legal 

framework. 

4.8.2 Marital Rape Laws in the United States 

By 1993, all fifty states in the US had made marital rape illegal. States differ in their legal 

systems, though, with some offering exceptions for specific situations. For victims of sexual 

assault, including marital rape, the Violence Against Women Act of 1994 offers federal 

remedies. 

4.8.3 Marital Rape Laws in Canada 

In 1983, marital rape became illegal in Canada. The marital exception was eliminated, and a 

gender-neutral definition of rape was added to the Criminal Code. In R v. Ewanchuk, the 

Supreme Court of Canada upheld the requirement that consent be continuous, free, and 

informed. 

4.8.4 Marital Rape Laws in Australia 

By 1994, all Australian states and territory had made marital rape illegal. Different jurisdictions 

have different legal systems, with some states offering exceptions for specific situations. For 

victims of domestic abuse, including marital rape, the Family Law Act of 1975 offers civil 

remedies. 

4.8.5 Marital Rape Laws in South Africa 

In 1993, marital rape became illegal in South Africa. By eliminating the married exception and 

defining rape in gender-neutral terms, the Criminal Law (Sexual Offenses and Related Matters) 

Amendment Act, 2007, further reinforced the legal framework. 
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4.9 Conclusion 

The current legal structure in India is insufficient to effectively combat marital rape, according 

to a critical study of the country's legislation. The constitutional guaranties of equality, dignity, 

privacy, and physical autonomy are irreconcilable with the marital exception to rape law, which 

shields men from prosecution for non-consensual sexual conduct with their wives. 

The marital rape exemption is significantly impacted by the constitutional acknowledgment of 

the right to privacy in Justice K.S. Puttaswamy (Retd.) v. Union of India. The right to sexual 

consent and bodily autonomy are included in the right to privacy. This constitutional 

recognition is squarely at odds with the married exception. Additionally, the exclusion violates 

both the ban of discrimination under Article 15 and the guaranty of equality under Article 14 

by discriminating against married women based on their marital status. 

The way the courts have handled marital rape has been uneven. The Supreme Court did not 

address the question of criminalizing marital rape for adult married women, even though it read 

down the marital exception in Independent Thought v. Union of India by raising the age of 

consent for marital intercourse from fifteen to eighteen. Although the judiciary has 

acknowledged the fundamental values of dignity and privacy, it has not completely 

implemented them in the context of marital rape. 

The legal reaction to marital rape cases is made more difficult by the difficulties with the 

investigation and the evidence. Effective investigation and prosecution are significantly 

hampered by the private nature of the offense, the parties' marital connection, and societal and 

cultural conventions that prevent reporting. Evidence gathering and preservation are made 

more difficult by the lack of particular legal procedures for marital rape. 

India is falling behind in legal change, according to a comparison of marital rape legislation in 

other nations. The married exception to rape legislation has been eliminated in the United 

States, Canada, Australia, South Africa, and the United Kingdom. Despite suggestions from 

the Law Commission of India and the Justice J.S. Verma Committee, India still maintains the 

marital exception. 

India's enforcement systems are insufficient to successfully combat marital rape. Adequately 

qualified police officers, knowledgeable forensic specialists, and effective legal procedures are 

essential to the practical application of the law. Married women's legal safety is severely 

compromised by the non-criminalization of marital rape. 

In order to prosecute marital rape and guarantee that married women have the same legal 

protection against sexual violence as single women, a thorough legal reform is required, as the 

critical analysis of India's marital rape laws shows. To address the constitutional, evidential, 
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and enforcement issues related to marital rape, the current legal framework needs to be 

reinforced. 

 

CHAPTER V 

FINDINGS, SUGGESTIONS, AND CONCLUSION 

4.1 Introduction 

This chapter presents the main findings of the study, together with suggestions and proposals 

for institutional and legislative changes, the extent of future research, and an overall assessment 

on the importance of making marital rape a crime in India. The study examined the 

constitutional, legal, and social components of marital rape, examined the current legal 

framework, and evaluated how successfully it shields married women from sexual assault. 

 

4.2 Findings of the Study 

4.2.1 Marital Rape is a Serious Violation of Women's Rights 

According to the report, women's equality, privacy, dignity, and bodily autonomy are all 

gravely violated by marital rape. The married exception to rape laws is incompatible with 

international human rights norms and constitutional morality, because it is founded on 

antiquated patriarchal ideas. Maintaining the marital exception perpetuates discrimination 

based on gender and denies married women equal protection under the law. 

4.2.2 The Marital Rape Exception Violates Constitutional Guarantees 

According to the analysis, Articles 14, 15, and 21 of the Constitution are violated by the marital 

rape exception. The exemption discriminates against married women based on their marital 

status by creating an unjustified distinction between married and single women. 

Additionally, the exception goes against Article 21's guaranties of privacy, physical autonomy, 

and dignity. 

4.2.3 Judicial Approach Has Been Inconsistent 

According to the study, there has been inconsistent judicial handling of marital rape. In 

Independent Thought v. Union of India, the Supreme Court raised the age of consent from 

fifteen to eighteen years old, therefore reading down the marital exception. However, the court 

did not address the issue of criminalizing marital rape for married adult women. 

Although the judiciary has acknowledged the fundamental values of dignity and privacy, it has 

not completely implemented them in the context of marital rape. 
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4.2.4 India Lags Behind Comparative Jurisdictions 

According to the survey, India is lagging behind other countries in terms of marital rape 

legislation reform. The married exception to rape legislation has been eliminated in the United 

States, Canada, Australia, South Africa, and the United Kingdom. Despite suggestions from the 

Law Commission of India and the Justice J.S. Verma Committee, India still maintains the 

marital exception. 

4.2.5 Evidence and Investigation Challenges Persist 

According to the study, the legal response to marital rape cases is made more difficult by issues 

with evidence and investigations. Effective investigation and prosecution are significantly 

hampered by the offense's private nature, the parties' marital connection, and societal and 

cultural conventions that prevent reporting. Evidence gathering and preservation are made more 

difficult by the lack of particular legal remedies for marital rape. 

4.2.6 Underreporting Remains a Significant Problem 

According to the study, one significant barrier to comprehending and combating marital rape 

is underreporting. For a variety of reasons, including fear, embarrassment, social stigma, 

family pressure, economic dependency, lack of knowledge about legal remedies, or worries 

about the privacy of their personal information, victims may choose not to seek authorities. As 

a result, there is a discrepancy between the number of officially recorded cases and the actual 

incidence of marital rape. 

4.2.7 Enforcement Mechanisms Are Inadequate 

According to the study, India's enforcement systems are insufficient to successfully combat 

marital rape. Adequately qualified police officers, knowledgeable forensic specialists, and 

effective legal procedures are essential to the practical application of the law. Married women's 

legal safety is severely compromised by the non-criminalization of marital rape. 

4.2.8 International Human Rights Standards Mandate Criminalisation 

The study concludes that the criminalization of marital rape is required by international human 

rights norms, such as CEDAW and the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence Against 

Women. India is required to conform its legal system to foreign norms as a signatory to these 

agreements. 

 

4.3 Suggestions and Recommendations 

4.3.1 Criminalisation of Marital Rape 

The outlawing of marital rape in India is the study's most significant recommendation. 

Husbands who engage in non-consensual sexual actions with their wives should be prosecuted, 
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and the marital exception to the rape statute should be eliminated. It is necessary to change the 

definition of rape so that married and single women are treated equally. 

4.3.2 Legislative Reform 

The Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 should be changed to eliminate the marital exception and 

give married women complete protection against sexual assault. All non-consensual sexual 

actions within marriage should be included in the updated definition of rape. Marital rape 

should carry the same penalties as other types of rape. 

4.3.3 Constitutional Interpretation 

The judiciary should acknowledge married women's right to sexual autonomy when 

interpreting the constitutional guaranties of equality, dignity, privacy, and bodily autonomy. 

The criminalization of marital rape for adult married women should be addressed by the 

Supreme Court, which should also apply the constitutional norms of privacy and dignity to the 

situation of marital rape. 

4.3.4 Victim Support Services 

For women who are victims of marital rape, the government should set up comprehensive 

victim support services that include financial aid, medical treatment, counseling, shelter, and 

legal support. These programs ought to be victim-centered, private, and easily accessible. 

4.3.5 Training of Law Enforcement Personnel 

Regular training on gender sensitivity, marital rape, and the laws governing sexual assaults 

should be provided to police officers, investigators, and prosecutors. The assessment of 

victims, the gathering and preservation of evidence, and the prosecution of marital rape cases 

should all be included in this course. 

4.3.6 Public Awareness Campaigns 

Public awareness campaigns about the illegality of marital rape, married women's legal rights, 

and potential remedies should be carried out by the government and civil society organizations. 

Social stigma, patriarchal views, and false beliefs on marriage and consent should all be 

addressed by these programs. 

4.3.7 Digital Literacy Programs 

Programs for digital literacy should be created to increase women's knowledge of their legal 

rights and potential remedies. Practical information on account security, privacy settings, 

online consent, safe communication, how to report cybercrime, and how to preserve electronic 

evidence should be included in these sessions. 

4.3.8 Strengthening Forensic Infrastructure 

Medical and cyber-forensic facilities should have state-of-the-art technology and be staffed by 
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professionals with the necessary training. Enhancing forensic skills would make it easier for 

law enforcement to track down criminals, gather pertinent data, and provide trustworthy 

evidence in court. 

4.3.9 International Cooperation 

To handle cross-border marital rape cases, India should improve international cooperation, 

mutual legal assistance, and coordination among law enforcement organizations. 

Additionally, India should harmonize its legal system with international human rights norms, 

such as the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence Against Women and CEDAW. 

4.3.10 Data Collection and Research 

To record the frequency of marital rape in India, the government should set up thorough data 

collection procedures. To guide policy and legislative reform, this data should be broken down 

by age, area, socioeconomic status, and other pertinent variables. It is important to support and 

promote scholarly research on marital rape. 

 

4.4 Scope of Future Research 

The report suggests a number of areas for further investigation: 

1. Empirical research on the incidence and consequences of marital rape in India 

2. A comparison of the legislation pertaining to marital rape in various jurisdictions. 

3. An examination of the constitutional rights to privacy and bodily autonomy in relation 

to the marital rape exception. 

4. Prosecuting marital rape cases presents procedural and evidentiary hurdles. 

5. Sociological and psychological research on how victims and families are affected by 

marital rape. 

6. Role of technology in aiding or combating marital rape. 

7. Marital rape's intersectionality with other forms of injustice and violence 

8. Efficacy of legal assistance programs and victim support services. 

 

4.5 Conclusion 

In modern India, marital rape has become a major legal and societal issue. Marital rape has 

been a prominent topic in legal discourse due to the growth of constitutional jurisprudence, 

international human rights standards, and shifting social attitudes. The report shows that India 

has put in place a strong institutional and legal framework to deal with sexual violence against 

women. Such protection is largely based on constitutional guaranties of equality, dignity, 

privacy, and individual liberty. The Indian Penal Code, 1860, the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 
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2023, the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023, the Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam, 2023, 

and the Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005, all add to these protections. 

However, the results demonstrate that effective protection cannot be ensured by legislation 

alone. Effective implementation, suitably qualified investigators, state-of-the-art forensic 

facilities, dependable evidence handling procedures, prompt judicial involvement, 

collaboration from support services, and easily available victim support services are all 

necessary for the practical effectiveness of the legislative framework. 

One of the biggest obstacles for the future is the marital rape exception's continuous existence. 

International human rights norms and constitutional morality are incompatible with the 

exception. As a result, the legal system must be able to address marital rape while upholding 

due process, constitutional rights, and lawful marital privacy. 

Therefore, the study comes to the conclusion that while India's current legal system offers a 

basis, extensive legal reform is required to successfully punish marital rape. Stronger 

enforcement, enhanced forensic capabilities, digital literacy, victim protection, rehabilitation, 

fair recompense, and international collaboration must all coexist with legislative development. 

In the end, protecting married women from sexual assault calls for more than just making bad 

behavior illegal. It necessitates an accessible, technologically advanced, victim-focused, 

constitutionally balanced justice system that can adjust to new forms of sexual abuse. Married 

women can live in a safer atmosphere with more security, dignity, and confidence if these 

aspects are strengthened. 

 

ACTS AND STATUTES 

✓ Articles 14, 15, 19, and 21 of the Indian Constitution (Legislative Department, Ministry 

of Law and Justice, Government of India). 

✓ In particular, §§ 375, 376, 376A, 376B, 376C, 376D, 377, 498A, 503, 504, and 509 of 

the Indian Penal Code, 1860 (Act No. 45 of 1860). 

✓ Act No. 45 of 2023, the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita. 

✓ Act No. 46 of 2023, the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023. 

✓ Act No. 47 of 2023, the Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam, 2023. 

✓ Act No. 43 of 2005, the Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, was passed. 

✓ Act No. 13 of 2013, the Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2013. 

✓ The 2023 Digital Personal Data Protection Act (Act No. 22 of 2023). 
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