
 

   



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISCLAIMER 
 

 

 

No part of this publication may be reproduced or copied in any form by any means 

without prior written permission of Editor-in-chief of White Black Legal – The 

Law Journal. The Editorial Team of White Black Legal holds the copyright to all 

articles contributed to this publication. The views expressed in this publication are 

purely personal opinions of the authors and do not reflect the views of the Editorial 

Team of White Black Legal. Though all efforts are made to ensure the accuracy 

and correctness of the information published, White Black Legal shall not be 

responsible for any errors caused due to oversight or otherwise. 

 

 



 

  

EDITORIAL 

TEAM 
 

 

 

Raju Narayana Swamy (IAS ) Indian Administrative Service 

officer 
Dr. Raju Narayana Swamy popularly known as 

Kerala's Anti Corruption Crusader is the 

All India Topper of the 1991 batch of the IAS 

and is currently posted as Principal 

Secretary to the Government of Kerala . He has 

earned many accolades as he hit against 

the political-bureaucrat corruption nexus in 

India. Dr Swamy holds a B.Tech in Computer 

Science and Engineering from the IIT Madras 

and a Ph. D. in Cyber Law from Gujarat 

National Law University . He also has an LLM 

(Pro) ( with specialization in IPR) as well 

as three PG Diplomas from the National Law 

University, Delhi- one in Urban 

Environmental Management and Law, another 

in Environmental Law and Policy and a 

third one in Tourism and Environmental Law. 

He also holds a post-graduate diploma in 

IPR from the National Law School, Bengaluru 

and a professional diploma in Public 

Procurement from the World Bank. 

 

 

 

Dr. R. K. Upadhyay 

 

Dr. R. K. Upadhyay is Registrar, University of Kota 

(Raj.), Dr Upadhyay obtained LLB , LLM degrees from 

Banaras Hindu University & Phd from university of 

Kota.He has succesfully completed UGC sponsored 

M.R.P for the work in the ares of the various prisoners 

reforms in the state of the Rajasthan. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

  

Senior Editor 
 

Dr. Neha Mishra 
 

Dr. Neha Mishra is Associate Professor & Associate 

Dean (Scholarships) in Jindal Global Law School, OP 

Jindal Global University. She was awarded both her PhD 

degree and Associate Professor & Associate Dean M.A.; 

LL.B. (University of Delhi); LL.M.; Ph.D. (NLSIU, 

Bangalore) LLM from National Law School of India 

University, Bengaluru; she did her LL.B. from Faculty of 

Law, Delhi University as well as M.A. and B.A. from 

Hindu College and DCAC from DU respectively. Neha 

has been a Visiting Fellow, School of Social Work, 

Michigan State University, 2016 and invited speaker 

Panelist at Global Conference, Whitney R. Harris World 

Law Institute, Washington University in St.Louis, 2015. 
 

 

Ms. Sumiti Ahuja 
Ms. Sumiti Ahuja, Assistant Professor, Faculty of Law, University 

of Delhi, 

 Ms. Sumiti Ahuja completed her LL.M. from the Indian Law 

Institute with specialization in Criminal Law and Corporate Law, 

and has over nine years of teaching experience. She has done her 

LL.B. from the Faculty of Law, University of Delhi. She is currently 

pursuing Ph.D. in the area of Forensics and Law. Prior to joining 

the teaching profession, she has worked as Research Assistant for 

projects funded by different agencies of Govt. of India. She has 

developed various audio-video teaching modules under UGC e-PG 

Pathshala programme in the area of Criminology, under the aegis 

of an MHRD Project. Her areas of interest are Criminal Law, Law 

of Evidence, Interpretation of Statutes, and Clinical Legal 

Education. 
 

 

Dr. Navtika Singh Nautiyal 
 

 

Dr. Navtika Singh Nautiyal presently working as an Assistant 

Professor in School of law, Forensic Justice and Policy studies 

at National Forensic Sciences University, Gandhinagar, 

Gujarat. She has 9 years of Teaching and Research 

Experience. She has completed her Philosophy of Doctorate 

in ‘Intercountry adoption laws from Uttranchal University, 

Dehradun’ and LLM from Indian Law Institute, New Delhi. 

 



 

  

 

Dr. Rinu Saraswat 
 

Associate Professor at School of Law, Apex University, Jaipur, 

M.A, LL.M, Ph.D, 

 

Dr. Rinu have 5 yrs of teaching experience in renowned 

institutions like Jagannath University and Apex University. 

Participated in more than 20 national and international seminars 

and conferences and 5 workshops and training programmes. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Nitesh Saraswat 
 

 

E.MBA, LL.M, Ph.D, PGDSAPM 

Currently working as Assistant Professor at Law Centre II, 

Faculty of Law, University of Delhi. Dr. Nitesh have 14 years of 

Teaching, Administrative and research experience in Renowned 

Institutions like Amity University, Tata Institute of Social 

Sciences, Jai Narain Vyas University Jodhpur, Jagannath 

University and Nirma University. 

More than 25 Publications in renowned National and 

International Journals and has authored a Text book on Cr.P.C 

and Juvenile Delinquency law. 

 

 

 

 

Subhrajit Chanda 
 

 

BBA. LL.B. (Hons.) (Amity University, Rajasthan); LL. M. 

(UPES, Dehradun) (Nottingham Trent University, UK); 

Ph.D. Candidate (G.D. Goenka University) 

 

Subhrajit did his LL.M. in Sports Law, from Nottingham 

Trent University of United Kingdoms, with international 

scholarship provided by university; he has also completed 

another LL.M. in Energy Law from University of Petroleum 

and Energy Studies, India. He did his B.B.A.LL.B. (Hons.) 

focussing on International Trade Law. 

 
 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ABOUT US 
 

 

 

 

 

        WHITE BLACK LEGAL is an open access, peer-reviewed 

and 

refereed journal providededicated to express views on topical legal 

issues, thereby generating a cross current of ideas on emerging 

matters. This platform shall also ignite the initiative and desire of 

young law students to contribute in the field of law. The erudite 

response of legal luminaries shall be solicited to enable readers to 

explore challenges that lie before law makers, lawyers and the 

society at large, in the event of the ever changing social, economic 

and technological scenario. 

                       With this thought, we hereby present to you 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

STRENGTHENING FORENSIC CAPABILITIES TO 

SAFEGUARD VICTIMS AND WITNESSES OF 

SEXUAL VIOLENCE: A PATH TO JUSTICE 
 

AUTHORED BY - DR.FOWMINA.C 

 

 

ABSTRACT 

Sexual violence is a widespread and concerning problem that impacts people from all walks of 

life and in all societies. Assuring justice requires protecting sexual assault victims and 

witnesses, and forensic capabilities are essential to accomplishing this. The ability of forensic 

science to produce more accurate, trustworthy, and useful evidence could greatly improve the 

legal results in cases involving sexual assault as it develops. In order to protect victims and 

witnesses of sexual violence, this article examines how forensic capabilities can be improved 

through better evidence collection, analysis, and presentation. In order to lessen trauma for 

victims and witnesses, it also looks at the legal and psychological obstacles to effective justice 

as well as the necessity of integrating forensic methods into the legal system holistically. This 

article offers a thorough strategy for utilising forensic science to defend the rights and dignity 

of survivors of sexual violence, with a focus on inter-agency cooperation, training, and 

legislative changes. 

 

KEYWORDS: Forensic Science, Sexual assault, psychological obstacles, legal system, sexual 

violence and legislative changes.  

 

INTRODUCTION 

Across all social, cultural, and economic boundaries, sexual violence continues to be one of the 

most serious abuses of human dignity and individual liberty. In addition to the psychological 

and physical trauma of the attack, victims of sexual assault also have a difficult time getting 

justice. As they deal with the legal procedures that follow such incidents, witnesses may also 

feel intimidated, afraid, and suffer from secondary trauma. The legal system's capacity to 

generate trustworthy, accurate, and actionable evidence is essential to enforcing justice in 

sexual assault cases. In this sense, forensic science is essential because it provides unbiased 

proof that can support or refute claims of sexual assault.  



 

  

However, gaps in the collection, analysis, and presentation of evidence hinder many cases of 

sexual violence, even though forensic science is vital. Because of fear, embarrassment, or social 

stigma, victims frequently put off reporting crimes, which can lead to the destruction or loss of 

important forensic evidence. Securing justice for victims and witnesses can also be made more 

difficult by a lack of resources, a lack of training, and a lack of cooperation between law 

enforcement, forensic specialists, and medical professionals. 

 

Strengthening forensic capabilities is necessary to overcome these obstacles and guarantee that 

evidence in cases of sexual violence is gathered quickly, examined precisely, and presented in 

court. Enhancing technology and scientific techniques alone won't be enough to strengthen 

forensic science in this setting; interagency cooperation, legal reforms, and trauma-informed 

practices must also be incorporated. This all-encompassing strategy is essential for 

safeguarding witnesses' and victims' rights, making sure that their experiences are valued, and 

empowering them to pursue justice without worrying about more danger.  

 

 

The many facets of forensic science in cases of sexual assault are discussed in this article, along 

with ways to improve forensic capabilities to safeguard witnesses and victims. It will go over 

the kinds of forensic evidence that are frequently used in these situations, the difficulties in 

gathering and analysing it, and the psychological factors that need to be taken into account in 

order to prevent the parties from becoming retraumatized. Lastly, it will suggest legislative and 

policy changes meant to establish a more helpful and efficient forensic system for dealing with 

sexual assault. 

 

CHALLENGES IN FORENSIC EVIDENCE COLLECTION AND ANALYSIS 

Even though forensic evidence is essential to investigations into sexual violence, a number of 

obstacles still stand in the way of its efficient gathering, preservation, and analysis. These 

difficulties are frequently made worse by the delicate nature of cases involving sexual assault 

and the trauma that victims endure, which can cause delays in reporting and make gathering 

evidence more difficult. Furthermore, the effective processing and presentation of forensic 

evidence in court may be impeded by institutional, logistical, and legal challenges. This section 

examines the main difficulties in gathering and analysing forensic evidence in sexual assault 

cases. 

 



 

  

1. DELAYS IN REPORTING AND EVIDENCE DEGRADATION 

The delay in reporting the crime is one of the biggest obstacles to the efficient gathering of 

forensic evidence in cases involving sexual violence. For a variety of reasons, such as fear of 

reprisals, embarrassment, social stigma, or a lack of knowledge about the legal system, many 

victims of sexual assault choose not to come forward right away after the assault. The 

availability and calibre of forensic evidence, especially biological evidence like DNA, semen, 

or bodily fluids, may be significantly impacted by this delay. Biological evidence deteriorates 

over time and is extremely perishable. For instance, environmental elements like heat, 

moisture, and time can cause DNA evidence to deteriorate, making it less trustworthy or 

possibly useless by the time the victim reports the assault. If the victim takes a shower or 

changes clothes prior to reporting the assault, they may also wash away or contaminate semen 

or other bodily fluids, which are frequently essential in establishing sexual contact. 

 

For investigators, this deterioration of evidence presents a serious obstacle. Law enforcement 

and medical professionals must ensure prompt, trauma-informed responses in order to 

strengthen forensic capabilities and address this issue. Standardised kits for gathering evidence 

of sexual assault (commonly called "rape kits") must be used in all medical facilities. Even if 

victims decide to postpone reporting or prosecution, these kits enable the methodical collection 

of biological evidence while maintaining its integrity. Additionally, the detrimental effects of 

reporting delays can be lessened by public awareness campaigns that stress the significance of 

prompt evidence collection and the availability of anonymous reporting options.  

 

2. LACK OF ACCESS TO SPECIALIZED FORENSIC SERVICES 

Another significant obstacle in cases of sexual violence is access to specialised forensic 

services. Victims may not have access to adequately furnished forensic labs or qualified experts 

who can handle delicate cases in many parts of the world, especially in rural or impoverished 

areas. Evidence may be improperly gathered and excluded from legal proceedings if these 

services are not promptly accessible.  

 

In order to close this gap, Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners (SANEs), who are qualified to 

perform forensic examinations on survivors of sexual violence, are essential. However, SANEs 

are frequently scarce, especially in environments with limited resources. Victims may be the 

target of forensic examinations performed by people who are not trained to handle evidence in 

a way that preserves its integrity and upholds the victim's dignity in places where SANEs or 



 

  

comparable professionals are not available. 

 

Governments and healthcare organisations must give forensic service expansion top priority in 

order to overcome this obstacle and guarantee that SANEs are available in both urban and rural 

areas. Law enforcement and medical professionals should also receive ongoing training to help 

them better understand the procedures for gathering evidence in cases of sexual assault. In areas 

without permanent forensic facilities, teleforensics or mobile forensic units may also provide 

creative solutions.  

 

3. FORENSIC BACKLOGS AND RESOURCE CONSTRAINTS 

One major obstacle to prompt justice in cases of sexual violence is forensic backlogs. Evidence 

processing delays are frequently caused by overworked forensic labs as well as a lack of 

sufficient personnel and resources. It can take months or even years for forensic results to be 

returned in many jurisdictions because cases involving sexual violence must compete for 

limited forensic resources with other criminal investigations.  

 

These delays may lengthen the court proceedings and worsen the psychological effects on those 

involved, which can have disastrous effects on witnesses and victims. Because time can cause 

memories to fade, evidence to be lost, and witnesses to become harder to find, delayed results 

can also make it more difficult for prosecutors to construct compelling cases. 

 

It takes a large investment in forensic staffing and infrastructure to clear forensic backlogs. In 

order to ensure that forensic labs have the newest equipment and enough staff to manage the 

volume of cases, governments should give them top priority when allocating funds. 

Additionally, initiatives to expedite forensic procedures, like setting case priorities according 

to the seriousness of the offence or instituting expedited protocols for cases involving sexual 

assault, can aid in reducing backlogs and enhancing the prompt processing of evidence.  

 

4. INCONSISTENT OR INADEQUATE EVIDENCE COLLECTION PROTOCOLS 

The quality of forensic evidence in cases involving sexual violence can be seriously 

compromised by inconsistent or insufficient evidence collection procedures. Sexual assault 

cases are handled differently in many jurisdictions due to a lack of standardised protocols for 

gathering, storing, and evaluating evidence. Prosecutors may find it more challenging to 

support their claims in court if important evidence is lost or tainted as a result.  



 

  

 

DNA samples that are not properly stored may deteriorate, and toxicology samples that are 

handled incorrectly may no longer accurately indicate whether a victim was under the influence 

of drugs at the time of the assault. Furthermore, crucial evidence like physical trauma signs or 

traces of drugs used to incapacitate the victim may be missed by forensic examiners who are 

not trained in the unique difficulties of sexual violence cases. 

 

To guarantee that every case of sexual violence is treated with the same degree of care and 

attention, it is imperative that evidence collection procedures be standardised at the national or 

international level. To take into account developments in forensic science and the particular 

requirements of survivors of sexual assault, thorough guidelines for forensic examiners, law 

enforcement, and healthcare professionals should be created and updated on a regular basis. 

All those working on these investigations should be required to complete training courses that 

stress the value of appropriate evidence gathering and preservation.  

 

5. PSYCHOLOGICAL AND CULTURAL BARRIERS AFFECTING VICTIM 

PARTICIPATION 

Sexual assault is a very traumatic event, and victims may experience further trauma as a result 

of reporting the crime and going through forensic testing. Forensic examinations may be 

completely avoided by victims out of fear of being discredited, stigmatised, or held responsible 

for the assault. Because of the intrusive nature of the procedures or out of concern that their 

privacy will be compromised, victims may occasionally decline to have forensic examinations 

performed. 

 

Social and cultural perceptions of sexual assault can exacerbate these psychological obstacles. 

Sexual assault victims experience severe social stigma in many cultures; some are shunned or 

held responsible for the attack. Due to these cultural barriers, victims may be deterred from 

fully engaging in the legal and forensic process, which could result in underreporting and the 

loss of important evidence in cases involving sexual violence. 

 

To overcome these cultural and psychological obstacles, forensic evidence gathering must be 

trauma-informed. Healthcare providers and forensic experts need to receive training in trauma-

sensitive procedures that put the victim's welfare first. This entails acquiring informed consent, 

offering the presence of victim advocates during examinations, and clearly informing victims 



 

  

about the forensic examination procedure. Encouraging victims to participate in the legal 

process also requires protecting their privacy and confidentiality.  

 

6. LEGAL AND PROCEDURAL OBSTACLES 

The gathering and admissibility of forensic evidence in cases involving sexual violence can 

also be hampered by legal frameworks. The admissibility of evidence may be subject to strict 

requirements in certain legal systems, such as the requirement for physical evidence or 

corroborating testimony to support the victim's account. In cases of sexual violence, these 

standards can be challenging to fulfil, especially when the assault took place in private or the 

perpetrator took precautions to conceal forensic evidence.  

Furthermore, protracted trials or pre-trial motions are examples of procedural delays in the 

handling of sexual violence cases that can lengthen the court proceedings and further postpone 

victims' access to justice. Even if evidence is extremely relevant to the case, it may occasionally 

be excluded from trial due to procedural errors or technicalities. 

 

To guarantee that forensic evidence is given the proper weight in cases involving sexual 

violence, legal reforms are required. This involves updating evidentiary standards to take into 

consideration the particular difficulties of investigations into sexual violence, such as the 

potential for incomplete or deteriorated evidence. Legal systems should also implement 

protocols that give prompt resolution of sexual violence cases top priority, guaranteeing that 

forensic evidence is processed and presented in court without needless delays.  

 

Forensic evidence collection and analysis are essential parts of investigations into sexual 

violence, but there are still many obstacles that prevent this evidence from being used 

effectively in court. Obtaining and using forensic evidence in sexual violence cases can be 

challenging due to a number of factors, including inconsistent protocols, psychological 

barriers, forensic backlogs, lack of access to specialised services, and reporting delays. A 

diversified strategy is needed to address these issues, one that includes funding forensic 

facilities, creating uniform procedures, and implementing trauma-informed procedures that 

uphold victims' rights and dignity. Legal systems can better protect victims and witnesses of 

sexual violence and guarantee that justice is done by bolstering forensic capabilities and 

removing obstacles to the gathering and analysis of evidence.  

 

 



 

  

PSYCHOLOGICAL CONSIDERATIONS FOR VICTIMS AND 

WITNESSES 

Sexual violence is a highly traumatic event that can leave witnesses and victims with permanent 

psychological and emotional damage. The retraumatization and mental health effects that 

victims experience while navigating the legal and forensic process can exacerbate the harm that 

they have already experienced. Therefore, it is crucial to take into account both the 

psychological health of witnesses and victims as well as the gathering and examination of 

forensic evidence when handling cases involving sexual violence. Delivering justice requires 

safeguarding their mental health and making sure they receive considerate and respectful 

treatment during the course of the investigation and trial.  

 

Trauma-informed practices must be used by forensic and legal professionals when assisting 

victims and witnesses of sexual assault. A trauma-informed approach acknowledges the 

psychological effects of sexual assault and works to prevent additional harm by being sensitive, 

empathic, and cognisant of the intricate emotional dynamics involved. In the context of forensic 

investigations and court cases, this section examines important psychological factors for 

witnesses and victims. 

 

1. TRAUMA-INFORMED FORENSIC PRACTICES 

Following an assault, victims of sexual violence frequently feel a wide range of strong 

emotions, such as fear, shame, anger, guilt, and confusion. Victims may find it challenging to 

report the crime or take part in court proceedings as a result of these feelings. Therefore, to 

lower the risk of retraumatization during the gathering of evidence and interactions with 

authorities, forensic procedures must be planned using a trauma-informed approach.  The 

components of a trauma-informed forensic approach include: 

• Establishing a Helpful Environment: Every step of the forensic procedure should 

involve treating victims with consideration, compassion, and decency. Establishing 

trust with victims should be a top priority for forensic experts in order to make them 

feel secure and supported. This can be accomplished by getting informed consent, 

letting victims choose how the examination is carried out, and clearly explaining the 

forensic examination procedure. Giving victims a sense of control over the procedure 

can lessen anxiety and help them feel less helpless.  



 

  

• Reducing Invasive Procedures: DNA sample collection and injury documentation are 

two examples of invasive procedures that are frequently used in forensic examinations. 

These processes can be emotionally upsetting for victims because they may bring up 

memories of the assault, even though they are essential for obtaining evidence. Keeping 

this in mind, forensic experts should employ the least intrusive techniques while making 

sure that enough evidence is gathered. Giving victims the choice to have a support 

person, like a victim advocate, present during the examination can also help to reassure 

them emotionally. 

• Examiners of a particular gender may make many victims of sexual violence, 

especially women and children, feel more at ease. This is known as gender sensitivity 

in examinations. A more relaxed and encouraging atmosphere can be produced by 

giving victims the choice of the forensic examiner's gender. Furthermore, making 

certain that forensic experts receive training in gender and cultural sensitivity can aid 

in avoiding miscommunications or behaviours that might worsen a victim's trauma.  

• Offering Psychological Support: Victims should have access to immediate 

psychological support both during and following forensic investigations. This could 

involve crisis intervention, counselling, or having access to mental health specialists 

who have received training in working with victims of sexual assault. The 

psychological effects of the forensic procedure can be lessened and healing can be 

encouraged by making sure victims receive the proper emotional support.  

 

2. PROTECTING VICTIM AND WITNESS PRIVACY AND DIGNITY 

Any investigation into sexual violence must prioritise the privacy and dignity of witnesses and 

victims. Victims are frequently deterred from reporting the crime or actively engaging in the 

legal process by their fear of social stigma or public exposure. This anxiety is especially 

common in societies where victims of sexual assault are subjected to discrimination, blame, or 

exclusion. For victims and witnesses to participate without fear of condemnation or re-

victimization, legal systems must take steps to safeguard their identities and private 

information. 

 

• Confidentiality Measures: Maintaining the privacy of witnesses and victims requires 

confidentiality. Strict procedures must be followed by law enforcement organisations 

and forensic experts to guarantee that private data, including the victim's name, medical 



 

  

records, or personal information, is never shared without the victim's permission. 

Courts ought to permit the use of pseudonyms or closed hearings in situations where 

the victim might suffer additional harm from public exposure. 

• Minimizing Exposure in Court: Giving a statement in court, where they might be the 

target of invasive interrogation or made to relive the horrific events of the assault, is 

one of the most upsetting parts of sexual assault cases for victims. Procedures that 

reduce the risk of re-traumatization should be used by courts. The emotional toll that 

legal proceedings take on victims can be lessened, for instance, by enabling them to 

testify via video link, keeping their identities private, or employing trauma-sensitive 

questioning methods. 

• Restricting the Use of Personal History: Legal safeguards ought to be in place to stop 

the use of a victim's personal history or sexual history as a means of undermining their 

credibility. These legal provisions, sometimes referred to as "rape shield" laws, prohibit 

the defence from presenting proof of a victim's past sexual activity unless it is 

specifically pertinent to the case. It is essential to shield victims from such intrusive 

scrutiny in order to maintain their dignity and make sure they are not unjustly accused 

or judged for the crime that was committed against them. 

 

3. ADDRESSING WITNESS INTIMIDATION AND TRAUMA 

In sexual violence cases, witnesses can also experience psychological stress, particularly if they 

are close to the victim or if they fear retaliation from the perpetrator. Witnesses may feel 

pressured to withhold information, change their testimony, or avoid involvement altogether. 

To ensure that witnesses feel safe and supported, legal systems must provide protection 

measures and psychological support to mitigate the effects of intimidation and trauma. 

• Witness Protection Programs: In cases where witnesses face threats or intimidation, 

law enforcement agencies should offer witness protection programs to safeguard their 

physical and emotional well-being. This may include measures such as relocating 

witnesses, providing security, or offering anonymity in court proceedings. Protecting 

witnesses from intimidation is essential to ensuring that they can provide truthful 

testimony without fear of reprisal. 

• Trauma Support for Witnesses: Witnesses of sexual violence, particularly those who 

are close to the victim, may experience secondary trauma. Secondary trauma, also 

known as vicarious trauma, occurs when individuals who are indirectly exposed to a 

traumatic event experience symptoms similar to those of the primary victim. Witnesses 



 

  

who have experienced secondary trauma may struggle with feelings of guilt, anxiety, 

or helplessness. Providing access to mental health services, including counseling and 

support groups, can help witnesses cope with the emotional impact of their involvement 

in the case. 

 

4. EMPOWERING VICTIMS THROUGH LEGAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL 

SUPPORT 

Empowering victims to participate in the legal process is critical to ensuring that justice is 

served. Victims of sexual violence often feel powerless and isolated after the assault, and the 

legal system can sometimes exacerbate these feelings if victims are treated as passive 

participants. Empowerment can be achieved through the provision of both legal and 

psychological support, helping victims regain a sense of control over their lives. 

• Victim Advocacy Services: Victim advocates play a crucial role in supporting sexual 

violence survivors throughout the legal process. Advocates provide emotional support, 

help victims navigate the complexities of the legal system, and ensure that victims are 

aware of their rights. Victim advocacy services can also assist with practical matters, 

such as securing housing or medical care, and can act as liaisons between the victim 

and law enforcement. Ensuring that every victim has access to a dedicated advocate can 

help empower survivors to participate fully in the investigation and prosecution of their 

case. 

• Legal Aid for Victims: Access to legal representation is essential for victims of sexual 

violence. Many survivors may not have the financial resources to hire an attorney, 

leaving them vulnerable to exploitation or manipulation during legal proceedings. 

Providing free or subsidized legal aid to victims ensures that they have the 

representation they need to protect their rights and interests in court. 

• Ongoing Psychological Support: The psychological effects of sexual violence can 

persist long after the legal process has concluded. Victims may struggle with post-

traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), depression, anxiety, or other mental health 

challenges. Ensuring that victims have access to long-term psychological support, 

including therapy, counseling, and support groups, is crucial to their recovery. By 

addressing both the legal and psychological needs of victims, legal systems can help 

survivors heal and rebuild their lives. 

 



 

  

5. CULTURAL SENSITIVITY AND INCLUSIVITY IN FORENSIC AND LEGAL 

PROCESSES 

Sexual violence affects individuals from all cultural, ethnic, and socioeconomic backgrounds, 

but the experiences and needs of victims can vary widely depending on their cultural context. 

Cultural norms, values, and beliefs can influence how victims perceive sexual violence, their 

willingness to report the crime, and their interactions with the legal system. Forensic and legal 

professionals must be culturally sensitive and inclusive to effectively support victims from 

diverse backgrounds. 

• Cultural Competency Training: Forensic and legal professionals should receive 

training in cultural competency to ensure that they are aware of the cultural factors that 

may influence a victim’s experience. This includes understanding how cultural norms 

around gender, sexuality, and family honor may impact a victim’s decision to report 

sexual violence. Being sensitive to these factors can help professionals build trust with 

victims and provide support that aligns with their cultural values. 

• Language and Communication Barriers: In cases involving victims who speak 

different languages or come from diverse cultural backgrounds, language barriers can 

hinder effective communication. Ensuring that victims have access to interpreters and 

legal documents in their native language is essential to ensuring that they can fully 

understand and participate in the legal process. Professionals should also be mindful of 

non-verbal communication cues and cultural taboos that may affect how victims 

express themselves during interviews or testimony. 

• Inclusivity for Marginalized Communities: Victims from marginalized communities, 

such as LGBTQ+ individuals, refugees, or indigenous populations, may face additional 

barriers to justice. These communities often experience higher rates of sexual violence 

but may be less likely to report the crime due to mistrust of law enforcement or fear of 

discrimination. Legal systems should adopt inclusive practices that ensure victims from 

all backgrounds are treated with respect 

 

STRENGTHENING INTER-AGENCY COLLABORATION 

Sexual violence investigations are inherently complex and require a coordinated, multi-

disciplinary approach to ensure that victims and witnesses receive the care, protection, and 

justice they deserve. Forensic professionals, law enforcement agencies, healthcare providers, 

legal professionals, victim advocates, and social services must work together to address the 



 

  

myriad challenges involved in these cases. Effective collaboration among these entities can 

significantly improve the collection, preservation, and presentation of forensic evidence, while 

also providing critical emotional and psychological support for victims. 

 

Strengthening inter-agency collaboration is essential to reducing the risk of re-traumatizing 

victims, expediting the investigation process, and ensuring that perpetrators are held 

accountable. This section explores the importance of collaboration between various agencies 

and offers strategies to enhance cooperation in sexual violence cases. 

 

1. THE ROLE OF MULTIDISCIPLINARY TEAMS 

Multidisciplinary teams (MDTs) bring together professionals from various fields, each with 

their own expertise, to address sexual violence cases holistically. These teams typically include 

forensic scientists, law enforcement officers, sexual assault nurse examiners (SANEs), victim 

advocates, legal professionals, and mental health providers. By collaborating, MDTs can 

ensure that all aspects of a sexual violence case are handled with care, accuracy, and efficiency. 

The benefits of multidisciplinary teams in sexual violence cases include: 

• Comprehensive Evidence Collection: MDTs can streamline the evidence collection 

process by ensuring that forensic, medical, and psychological evidence is gathered in a 

coordinated manner. Forensic scientists and medical professionals can work together to 

document physical injuries, collect biological samples, and perform toxicology tests, 

while mental health providers can assess the psychological impact of the assault on the 

victim. 

• Victim-Centered Approach: Collaboration among different agencies ensures that 

victims are at the center of the investigation. Victim advocates can work alongside law 

enforcement and forensic professionals to ensure that victims receive the emotional 

support they need, while healthcare providers focus on their physical well-being. This 

approach reduces the likelihood of re-traumatization and ensures that victims feel 

supported throughout the investigation. 

• Efficient Case Management: By coordinating their efforts, multidisciplinary teams 

can reduce delays in the investigation and prosecution of sexual violence cases. 

Forensic evidence can be processed more quickly, witnesses can be interviewed in a 

timely manner, and legal professionals can build stronger cases with input from experts 

in various fields. 

 



 

  

2. ESTABLISHING COORDINATED FORENSIC PROTOCOLS 

One of the key challenges in sexual violence investigations is the inconsistency in evidence 

collection and handling across different agencies. Coordinated forensic protocols are essential 

to ensuring that evidence is collected, preserved, and analyzed in a standardized and reliable 

manner. Establishing clear protocols for how different agencies should collaborate during 

sexual violence investigations can help minimize errors and ensure that critical evidence is not 

lost or mishandled. 

 

Key components of coordinated forensic protocols include: 

• Standardized Evidence Collection Procedures: All agencies involved in sexual 

violence investigations should follow standardized procedures for collecting evidence. 

This includes the use of sexual assault evidence collection kits (rape kits), guidelines 

for the preservation of biological samples, and protocols for documenting injuries. By 

standardizing these procedures, agencies can ensure that evidence is collected 

consistently and in accordance with best practices. 

• Clear Chain of Custody Guidelines: Maintaining a clear chain of custody is critical 

to ensuring that forensic evidence is admissible in court. Coordinated protocols should 

outline how evidence is transferred between agencies, such as from healthcare 

providers to forensic laboratories, and from law enforcement to prosecutors. Detailed 

records of the handling and transfer of evidence should be maintained to prevent 

contamination or loss. 

• Cross-Agency Training: To ensure that all agencies are aligned in their approach to 

sexual violence cases, cross-agency training programs should be implemented. These 

programs can educate law enforcement officers, healthcare providers, and forensic 

professionals on the unique challenges of sexual violence investigations, as well as the 

importance of trauma-informed care. Training programs can also provide instruction on 

the proper use of evidence collection kits, the documentation of injuries, and the 

preservation of digital and biological evidence. 

 

3. ENHANCING COMMUNICATION AND INFORMATION SHARING 

Effective communication is the cornerstone of successful inter-agency collaboration. Agencies 

involved in sexual violence investigations must be able to share information and updates in a 

timely and secure manner. However, communication between agencies is often hampered by 

bureaucratic silos, outdated systems, and a lack of formalized information-sharing agreements. 



 

  

To improve communication and information sharing, the following steps should be taken: 

• Developing Secure Information-Sharing Platforms: Agencies should have access to 

secure, centralized platforms that allow them to share case information, forensic results, 

and victim support plans. These platforms should be designed to protect the 

confidentiality of victims while allowing professionals from different fields to 

collaborate in real-time. Data encryption and access control measures are essential to 

ensuring that sensitive information is protected. 

• Creating Formal Communication Protocols: Agencies should establish formal 

communication protocols that outline how information will be shared, who is 

responsible for updating the team, and how frequently team members will meet. 

Regular case review meetings, whether in person or via video conferencing, can ensure 

that all agencies are aligned and up to date on the status of the investigation. 

• Ensuring Confidentiality and Privacy: While communication and information 

sharing are essential, it is equally important to protect the privacy and confidentiality 

of victims and witnesses. Agencies must adhere to strict confidentiality guidelines, 

ensuring that personal details are only shared with those who have a direct role in the 

investigation. Victims should also be informed about how their information will be used 

and who will have access to it. 

 

4. BUILDING TRUST AND COLLABORATION BETWEEN LAW ENFORCEMENT 

AND HEALTHCARE PROVIDERS 

The relationship between law enforcement and healthcare providers is crucial in sexual 

violence investigations, as both play key roles in the collection and preservation of evidence. 

However, in many cases, there is a disconnect between these two groups, leading to 

inefficiencies in evidence collection and victim care. Building trust and collaboration between 

law enforcement and healthcare providers can improve outcomes for victims and strengthen 

the overall investigation process. 

 

Steps to enhance collaboration between law enforcement and healthcare providers include: 

• Joint Training Programs: Law enforcement officers and healthcare providers should 

receive joint training on how to handle sexual violence cases. These programs can foster 

mutual understanding of each agency’s role and responsibilities, as well as provide 

guidance on how to collaborate effectively during evidence collection. For example, 

healthcare providers can train law enforcement on how to identify physical signs of 



 

  

sexual assault, while law enforcement can educate healthcare providers on the legal 

requirements for collecting and preserving forensic evidence. 

• Streamlining Evidence Transfer: Efficient transfer of evidence from healthcare 

providers to law enforcement is essential to maintaining the integrity of forensic 

evidence. Establishing clear protocols for how and when evidence should be transferred 

can help reduce delays and prevent mishandling. Healthcare providers should also have 

access to sexual assault evidence collection kits and training on how to properly store 

and preserve forensic samples until they are handed over to law enforcement. 

• Improving Victim Care: Both law enforcement and healthcare providers should 

prioritize the well-being of the victim throughout the investigation. By working 

together, they can ensure that victims receive medical care, psychological support, and 

legal assistance in a coordinated manner. For example, law enforcement can refer 

victims to healthcare providers for forensic examinations, while healthcare providers 

can inform victims of their legal rights and connect them with victim advocates. 

 

5. INVOLVING VICTIM ADVOCACY AND SUPPORT SERVICES 

Victim advocacy and support services play an essential role in sexual violence investigations 

by providing emotional, psychological, and practical support to survivors. Advocates can also 

help bridge the gap between victims and law enforcement, ensuring that survivors feel 

supported throughout the legal process. Strengthening collaboration with victim advocacy 

services can lead to better outcomes for victims and a more compassionate approach to justice. 

Strategies to enhance the involvement of victim advocacy services include: 

• Including Advocates in Multidisciplinary Teams: Victim advocates should be 

considered integral members of multidisciplinary teams handling sexual violence cases. 

Advocates can provide insight into the victim’s needs and preferences, offer emotional 

support during forensic examinations, and assist in communicating with law 

enforcement and legal professionals. Their presence helps ensure that the victim’s voice 

is heard and that their well-being is prioritized. 

• Providing Holistic Care for Victims: Victim advocates can connect survivors with a 

range of services, including counseling, legal aid, housing assistance, and financial 

support. By collaborating with healthcare providers and law enforcement, advocates 

can ensure that victims receive comprehensive care that addresses their physical, 

emotional, and legal needs. Holistic care not only improves the victim’s well-being but 

also increases the likelihood that they will participate fully in the legal process. 



 

  

• Advocating for Victims’ Rights in Court: Victim advocates play a key role in 

ensuring that victims’ rights are protected during court proceedings. Advocates can 

work with legal professionals to ensure that victims are treated with dignity and respect, 

that their privacy is protected, and that they are not subjected to inappropriate 

questioning or cross-examination. 

 

6. FOSTERING INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATION 

Sexual violence is a global issue, and in some cases, perpetrators and victims may come from 

different countries or regions. International collaboration is essential to addressing cases of 

sexual violence that cross borders, particularly in cases involving human trafficking or conflict-

related sexual violence. 

• Establishing International Forensic Standards: To facilitate cross-border 

investigations, international organizations and governments should work together to 

establish standardized forensic protocols for the collection, preservation, and sharing of 

evidence. These standards can help ensure that forensic evidence collected in one 

country is admissible in another, allowing for more effective prosecution of 

perpetrators. 

• Coordinating Cross-Border Investigations: In cases where sexual violence occurs 

across national borders, law enforcement agencies, forensic professionals, and victim 

advocacy groups must collaborate closely to share information and evidence. 

International organizations, such as INTERPOL or the United Nations, can play a key 

role in coordinating cross-border investigations and ensuring that victims receive 

justice, regardless of where the crime occurred. 

Strengthening inter-agency collaboration in sexual violence cases is essential to improving the 

collection and analysis of forensic evidence 

 

LEGAL REFORMS AND POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS 

To better protect victims and witnesses of sexual violence and to ensure that forensic 

capabilities are fully leveraged in legal processes, comprehensive legal reforms and policy 

changes are necessary. The existing legal frameworks in many jurisdictions are often 

inadequate to address the unique challenges posed by sexual violence cases, and they may fail 

to account for the psychological and physical trauma endured by victims. Legal reforms must 



 

  

focus on enhancing the accessibility, reliability, and admissibility of forensic evidence while 

promoting a more victim-centered approach to justice. 

 

In this section, we outline key legal reforms and policy recommendations that can improve the 

protection of victims and witnesses of sexual violence, strengthen forensic capabilities, and 

enhance the overall effectiveness of legal proceedings. 

 

1. ESTABLISHING CLEAR LEGAL STANDARDS FOR FORENSIC EVIDENCE 

Forensic evidence is often the cornerstone of sexual violence investigations, but the lack of 

clear and consistent legal standards for the collection, preservation, and presentation of forensic 

evidence can undermine its effectiveness in court. Legal systems must adopt specific standards 

that govern the handling of forensic evidence to ensure its admissibility and reliability. 

• Uniform Forensic Protocols: Legal frameworks should mandate the use of 

standardized forensic protocols for the collection and preservation of evidence in sexual 

violence cases. This includes guidelines for the use of sexual assault evidence collection 

kits, the proper handling of DNA samples, and the documentation of injuries. Ensuring 

consistency in evidence collection reduces the likelihood of contamination or 

mishandling, making forensic evidence more reliable and admissible in court. 

• Chain of Custody Requirements: The integrity of forensic evidence is crucial for its 

use in legal proceedings. To ensure that evidence is not tampered with or lost, legal 

systems must establish strict chain of custody requirements that detail how evidence is 

transferred between agencies, including law enforcement, forensic laboratories, and the 

courts. This helps to maintain the credibility of the evidence and prevents challenges to 

its authenticity. 

• Admissibility of Digital Forensic Evidence: In many sexual violence cases, digital 

evidence—such as text messages, social media interactions, or video footage—plays a 

critical role in establishing the circumstances of the crime. Legal systems must update 

evidentiary rules to account for the growing importance of digital forensic evidence. 

This includes establishing guidelines for the collection, authentication, and 

admissibility of digital data, ensuring that this type of evidence is handled with the same 

rigor as physical forensic evidence. 

 



 

  

2. REDUCING THE BURDEN ON VICTIMS THROUGH LEGAL PROTECTIONS 

Victims of sexual violence often face significant legal and procedural hurdles when attempting 

to seek justice. In many legal systems, the burden of proof in sexual violence cases 

disproportionately falls on the victim, requiring them to provide extensive evidence to support 

their claims. Legal reforms must address these imbalances to ensure that victims are not re-

victimized by the justice system. 

• Rape Shield Laws: One of the most significant legal protections for victims of sexual 

violence is the implementation of “rape shield” laws. These laws prevent defense 

attorneys from introducing a victim’s sexual history into evidence as a way to discredit 

their testimony. Rape shield laws ensure that victims are not subjected to invasive and 

irrelevant questions about their past sexual behavior, which can discourage them from 

coming forward or participating fully in the legal process. 

• Anonymous Reporting and Testimony: To encourage victims to report sexual 

violence without fear of retaliation or public exposure, legal systems should allow for 

anonymous reporting and testimony in certain cases. Victims should have the option to 

testify behind a screen or via video link, especially in situations where confronting the 

perpetrator in court could cause additional trauma. These measures help protect the 

victim’s privacy and emotional well-being while still allowing their testimony to be 

heard. 

• Limiting Cross-Examination Tactics: In sexual violence cases, cross-examination by 

defense attorneys can be particularly traumatic for victims. Legal reforms should place 

limitations on the types of questions that can be asked during cross-examination, 

ensuring that victims are not subjected to unnecessarily aggressive or inappropriate 

questioning. Courts should be empowered to intervene when defense strategies aim to 

intimidate or discredit victims rather than focus on the facts of the case. 

 

3. IMPROVING ACCESS TO LEGAL REPRESENTATION AND SUPPORT 

SERVICES 

Access to legal representation and support services is crucial for victims and witnesses of 

sexual violence. Many survivors do not have the financial resources to hire an attorney, leaving 

them vulnerable to exploitation or manipulation during legal proceedings. Ensuring that 

victims receive adequate legal representation and support can greatly improve their ability to 

seek justice and navigate the complexities of the legal system. 



 

  

• Free Legal Aid for Sexual Violence Survivors: Governments should provide free or 

subsidized legal aid to victims of sexual violence to ensure that they have access to 

skilled representation. Legal aid services should include assistance with filing charges, 

navigating the court system, and securing protective orders. By ensuring that all victims 

have access to legal representation, legal systems can empower survivors to pursue 

justice without financial barriers. 

• Victim Advocacy Programs: Victim advocacy programs are essential for providing 

emotional and practical support to survivors throughout the legal process. Legal 

reforms should mandate the availability of victim advocates who can accompany 

survivors to court, assist with paperwork, and help them understand their rights. Victim 

advocates also play a key role in ensuring that survivors are treated with dignity and 

respect by law enforcement, forensic professionals, and legal personnel. 

• Emergency Legal Protections: In many cases, victims of sexual violence may need 

immediate legal protections, such as restraining orders or no-contact orders, to prevent 

further harm from the perpetrator. Legal systems should streamline the process for 

obtaining emergency protective orders, ensuring that victims can access these 

protections quickly and without the need for extensive legal proceedings. 

 

4. EXPEDITING THE LEGAL PROCESS FOR SEXUAL VIOLENCE CASES 

One of the greatest challenges faced by victims of sexual violence is the lengthy duration of 

legal proceedings, which can prolong their trauma and delay justice. Legal reforms should 

prioritize the timely resolution of sexual violence cases, ensuring that forensic evidence is 

processed quickly and that trials are conducted without unnecessary delays. 

• Fast-Track Procedures for Sexual Violence Cases: Legal systems should implement 

fast-track procedures for sexual violence cases to ensure that they are resolved as 

quickly as possible. This may involve prioritizing the processing of forensic evidence, 

setting strict deadlines for court proceedings, and minimizing procedural delays. Fast-

tracking sexual violence cases not only helps victims achieve closure but also prevents 

perpetrators from evading justice due to prolonged legal battles. 

• Forensic Evidence Backlog Reduction: Delays in the processing of forensic evidence, 

particularly DNA testing, are a major obstacle to timely justice in sexual violence cases. 

Governments should invest in forensic laboratories and personnel to reduce backlogs 

and ensure that evidence is processed efficiently. This may include increasing funding 



 

  

for DNA analysis, toxicology testing, and digital forensics, as well as adopting new 

technologies that expedite evidence processing. 

• Courtroom Scheduling Reforms: Sexual violence cases often take years to resolve 

due to overburdened court dockets and scheduling conflicts. Legal reforms should focus 

on improving courtroom efficiency by setting aside dedicated time slots for sexual 

violence cases, hiring additional judges and court staff, and implementing case 

management systems that minimize delays. 

 

5. STRENGTHENING PROTECTIONS FOR VULNERABLE WITNESSES 

In addition to victims, witnesses of sexual violence may also face intimidation, harassment, or 

psychological stress as a result of their involvement in the case. Legal reforms must prioritize 

the protection of vulnerable witnesses, ensuring that they can testify without fear of retaliation 

or harm. 

• Witness Protection Programs: In cases where witnesses face threats or intimidation, 

law enforcement agencies should offer witness protection programs that safeguard their 

physical and emotional well-being. These programs may involve relocating witnesses, 

providing security, or offering anonymity in court proceedings. Protecting witnesses 

from intimidation is essential to ensuring that they can provide truthful testimony 

without fear of reprisal. 

• Accommodations for Vulnerable Witnesses: Legal systems should offer 

accommodations to witnesses who may be particularly vulnerable, such as children, 

elderly individuals, or individuals with disabilities. Accommodations may include 

allowing witnesses to testify via video link, providing interpreters or support persons, 

and adjusting court procedures to ensure that vulnerable witnesses feel safe and 

comfortable while testifying. 

• Protection Against Retaliation: Legal reforms should include strict penalties for 

individuals who attempt to retaliate against victims or witnesses of sexual violence. 

This may involve criminalizing acts of harassment, intimidation, or retaliation against 

those involved in the case, as well as providing legal remedies for victims and witnesses 

who experience such behavior. 

 

6. ENHANCING TRAINING FOR LEGAL AND FORENSIC PROFESSIONALS 

Ensuring that legal and forensic professionals are adequately trained to handle sexual violence 

cases is crucial for the effective administration of justice. Many legal professionals lack the 



 

  

specialized knowledge required to understand the complexities of forensic evidence or the 

psychological impact of sexual violence on victims and witnesses. Legal reforms should 

mandate specialized training for all professionals involved in sexual violence cases. 

• Trauma-Informed Training: Legal and forensic professionals should receive trauma-

informed training to better understand the psychological effects of sexual violence and 

how to interact with victims and witnesses in a compassionate and supportive manner. 

This training can help professionals avoid re-traumatizing survivors during interviews, 

forensic examinations, and court proceedings. 

• Forensic Evidence Training for Legal Professionals: Many attorneys and judges lack 

a comprehensive understanding of forensic science, which can lead to the mishandling 

or misinterpretation of evidence. Legal reforms should mandate that legal professionals 

receive training in forensic science, including DNA analysis, toxicology, and digital 

forensics. This training will ensure that forensic evidence is properly understood and 

presented in court. 

• Cross-Disciplinary Collaboration: To improve the handling of sexual violence cases, 

legal systems should encourage cross-disciplinary collaboration between forensic 

professionals, law enforcement, healthcare providers, and legal professionals. Regular 

case reviews, joint training programs, and interdisciplinary workshops can help build 

stronger partnerships and ensure that all aspects of a sexual violence case are addressed 

comprehensively. 

 

Comprehensive legal reforms and policy changes are essential to improving the protection of 

victims and witnesses of sexual violence and ensuring that forensic capabilities are fully 

utilized in the pursuit of justice. By establishing clear legal standards for forensic evidence, 

reducing the burden on victims, providing access to legal representation, and enhancing inter-

agency collaboration, legal systems can better address the unique challenges posed by sexual 

violence cases. These reforms will not only improve legal outcomes but also promote a more 

compassionate and victim-centered approach to justice. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

CONCLUSION 

In order to advance justice for victims of sexual violence, especially in the context of war 

crimes, crimes against humanity, and human rights violations, forensic science and 

international law must work together. The objective, reliable evidence provided by forensic 

science supports allegations of sexual violence, aids in the identification of offenders, and is 

vital to legal prosecutions. International law, on the other hand, creates the guidelines, 

requirements, and duties that force states to stop, look into, and prosecute these kinds of crimes, 

making both people and governments answerable for transgressions.  

 

Significant progress has been made in combating sexual violence worldwide as a result of the 

effective integration of forensic science into international legal frameworks, especially through 

ad hoc tribunals like the ICTR and ICTY and institutions like the International Criminal Court. 

These courts have established significant precedents, showing that sexual violence is a weapon 

of war deserving of severe legal repercussions rather than just a byproduct of conflict. 

Nonetheless, there are certain difficulties in using forensic science in international legal 

proceedings. The gathering and examination of forensic evidence may be hampered by 

problems like restricted access to conflict areas, a lack of resources, and cultural barriers. 

Despite these barriers, states and international organisations are required by international law 

to strive towards resolving them in order to guarantee that victims of sexual assault obtain the 

justice they are due.  

 

Strengthening the relationship between forensic science and international law will require 

ongoing investment in forensic infrastructure, training for professionals, and legal reforms to 

ensure that forensic evidence is effectively utilized in courtrooms worldwide. Furthermore, in 

order to safeguard the rights and dignity of survivors, forensic investigations must be centred 

on trauma-informed procedures and cultural sensitivity.  

 

Ultimately, the collaboration between forensic experts, legal professionals, and international 

organizations represents a powerful tool in combating sexual violence, offering hope for justice 

and accountability. The international community can make significant progress in eradicating 

sexual violence impunity and protecting everyone's human rights by advancing forensic 

capabilities and incorporating them into the international legal system.  


