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ROLE OF ARBITRATION AND INTELLECTUAL
PROPERTY RIGHTS IN SPORTS LAW

AUTHORED BY - PA ABRAHAM THARAKAN

Abstract
Sports Arbitration can be widely defined as a method for resolving disputes relating to sports
with the use of a binding arbitral decision. Today the arbitration in sports law has been firmly
established as a popular method for resolution of sports disputes. The Indian sports sector
contributes significantly to the nation’s economy which also means that it can possibly lead to
various legal disputes in this sector. Furthermore the process of resolving disputes differs from
place to place. There are a variety of legal disputes in sports law and there are various redressal
systems in place to handle disputes. As a worldwide phenomenon the intellectual property
rights are acknowledged not just in India but also in other nations. By ensuring that the owner
of the intellectual property rights just compensation for his unique creations and inventions and
can support himself from them, Intellectual property rights serves two primary purposes, they
promote innovation and creativity and safeguard the reputation and goodwill. Intellectual
property rights give people access to a never ending supply of fresh ideas for improving

performance and customer satisfaction.

Keywords: Sports Arbitration, Intellectual Property Rights, Dispute Resolution, Legal

Framework, Innovation and Creativity

I. Introduction
Alternate Dispute resolution Procedures provide decision making flexibility as well as
accuracy. In sports related disputes the adjudicatory bears the responsibility of upholding the
true meaning of law. Arbitration provides a similar service by entrusting the decision makers
with the responsibility to exercise caution and refrain from allowing discretion to lead them
astray and cause them to make a decision based only on their own personal preferences. A
person who has been involved in the sport and is respected by his peers is better suited to
resolve a dispute involving sports than a judge in a court of law who most likely lacks the same

level of experience in that field. Furthermore when a dispute is resolved through alternate
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resolution, there is no chance for reversal or appeal. The Delhi high court decision in Rajiv
Dutta vs. Union of India serves as a reference for this. The court upheld the idea that the dispute
at hand would have been better handled by an arbitration court but it was not possible to refer
the case to arbitration because the National Sports Federation did not have a regulation and the
contract did not mention an arbitration clause. The disputes that can be submitted for arbitration
includes disputes between athletes and governing bodies trademark issues and disciplinary and
violation of ethical rules etc. Some nations choose to use courts or third party conflict
settlement services. Sports law heavily relies on contract laws, criminal law, trademark law,
personal law, property law and employment laws. Sports laws encompasses not just boards and
players but also coaches, trainers, managers, stadiums, broadcasters, sponsors and advertising

organizations.

Sports arbitration refers to the process of resolving disputes in the sports sector through
arbitration rather than traditional litigation. It is part of a broader category of alternative dispute
resolution (ADR) mechanisms that aim to provide a more flexible, efficient, and specialized
alternative to the courts. Arbitration involves an impartial third party, the arbitrator, who
renders a binding decision after considering the arguments presented by the parties involved.

The global nature of sports and the complexity of legal issues surrounding them necessitate a
dispute resolution system that transcends national boundaries. Disputes in sports can involve a
range of issues, including but not limited to player contracts, disciplinary matters, doping
offenses, sponsorship deals, broadcasting rights, and violations of intellectual property. Given

the unique nature of these issues, specialized arbitration forums have emerged to handle them.

I1. Sports Arbitration: Concept and Global Context
Definition of Sports Arbitration
Sports arbitration refers to resolving sports-related disputes through arbitration, a process
where an impartial third party, the arbitrator, renders a binding decision after considering both
parties' arguments and evidence. Unlike traditional litigation, arbitration is quicker, more
flexible, and maintains confidentiality, which is crucial in the sports world where reputations
and timing matter.® Arbitration is particularly suited for sports because it can swiftly resolve

disputes like player eligibility or contractual issues.?

! Simon Morrow, Sports Law and Regulation: Commentary and Materials 98-102 (Routledge 2007).
2 David Pimentel, Arbitration and Sports Law: The CAS and the Evolution of Sports Dispute Resolution, 12 Int'l
J. Sports L. 156, 156-172 (2007).
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The Role of Arbitration in Sports Law

Sports arbitration has become indispensable due to its efficiency in resolving international
disputes. Many sports-related disputes involve parties from different countries, and arbitration
offers a neutral forum where legal complexities across jurisdictions can be avoided®.Arbitration
is particularly advantageous in terms of speed. For example, doping violations often require
quick resolution, and the timely nature of arbitration ensures that athletes can know their

standing before competitions.*

Moreover, arbitration allows for decisions by experts in sports law, which is often more
effective than the general knowledge found in traditional court.® The specialized knowledge of
sports arbitrators ensures decisions are informed and tailored to the intricacies of sports
contracts, anti-doping rules, and other specific issues in the sector.®

The Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS)

The Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS) is the leading institution for sports arbitration,
established in 1984 in Lausanne, Switzerland. CAS is recognized globally as the final authority
for sports disputes and deals with cases involving athletes, teams, and organizations governed
by sports bodies such as FIFA and the International Olympic Committee.” CAS resolves cases
ranging from eligibility disputes to doping violations.® The institution has a reputation for
efficiency and expertise, playing a central role in maintaining the integrity of international

sports events.®

Benefits of Sports Arbitration
The primary benefits of sports arbitration are its speed, confidentiality, and specialized nature.

Arbitration helps resolve disputes quickly, a critical feature in the time-sensitive world of

% David Pimentel, Arbitration and Sports Law: The CAS and the Evolution of Sports Dispute Resolution, 12 Int'l
J. Sports L. 156, 156-172 (2007).

4 Court of Arbitration for Sport, About CAS, Court of Arbitration for Sport (n.d.), https://www.tas-
cas.org/en/general-information/about-cas.html.

5> Simon Morrow, Sports Law and Regulation: Commentary and Materials 110 (Routledge 2007).

& Simon Morrow, Sports Law and Regulation: Commentary and Materials 110-115 (Routledge 2007).

" Court of Arbitration for Sport, About CAS, Court of Arbitration for Sport (n.d.), https://www.tas-
cas.org/en/general-information/about-cas.html.

8 Court of Arbitration for Sport, About CAS, Court of Arbitration for Sport (n.d.), https://www.tas-
cas.org/en/general-information/about-cas.html

® World Anti-Doping Agency, The Role of CAS in Doping Disputes, World Anti-Doping Agency (2021),
https://www.wada-ama.org/en/what-we-do/role-cas-doping-disputes.
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sports.’® Confidentiality is another key advantage, ensuring that sensitive information about
athletes or teams remains protected, thereby safeguarding their reputations.'* Additionally,
arbitration provides a platform for expert arbitrators with deep knowledge of sports law,
ensuring that the decisions made are well-informed and relevant to the issues at hand.*2

I11. Categories of Intellectual Property Rights in Sports
Intellectual Property (IP) plays a vital role in protecting the commercial interests of
stakeholders in the sports industry, including athletes, teams, leagues, sponsors, and
broadcasters. Various forms of IP—trademarks, copyrights, patents, and image rights—
safeguard the branding, broadcasting, and technological innovations that drive the global sports
economy. Legal disputes over these rights have increased as the commercialization of sports

continues to expand, requiring stringent legal enforcement.

Trademarks in Sports

Trademarks protect distinctive symbols, names, and logos associated with teams, leagues, and
sporting events. For instance, professional sports leagues such as the National Football League
(NFL), Major League Baseball (MLB), and Fédération Internationale de Football Association
(FIFA) own and enforce extensive trademark portfolios to regulate merchandising and
licensing rights®2,

In National Football League v. McBee & Bruno’s, Inc., the NFL successfully prevented a
restaurant from using the term “Super Bowl” in promotional materials, arguing that the
unauthorized use infringed on its registered trademark and could mislead consumers®.
Similarly, individual athletes secure trademark rights over their names and personal brands. In
Michael Jordan v. Qiaodan Sports Co., Ltd., the Supreme People’s Court of China ruled in
favour of Jordan, finding that a Chinese sportswear company had improperly used his name in

Chinese characters, misleading consumers into believing the brand was affiliated with him?*°.

10 David Pimentel, Arbitration and Sports Law: The CAS and the Evolution of Sports Dispute Resolution, 12 Int'l
J. Sports L. 156, 156-172 (2007).

11 Simon Morrow, Sports Law and Regulation: Commentary and Materials 115 (Routledge 2007).

12 David Pimentel, Arbitration and Sports Law: The CAS and the Evolution of Sports Dispute Resolution, 12 Int'l
J. Sports L. 156, 156-172 (2007).

13 David W. Quinto & Stuart H. Singer, Trade Secrets: Law and Practice 45 (3d ed. 2020).

14 National Football League v. McBee & Bruno’s, Inc., 792 F.2d 726 (8th Cir. 1986).

15 Michael Jordan v. Qiaodan Sports Co., Ltd., (2016) Supreme People’s Court of China.
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Copyrights and Broadcasting Rights

Copyright law protects the exclusive broadcasting and reproduction rights of sports events.
Major networks such as ESPN, NBC Sports, and Sky Sports secure exclusive licensing
agreements for the transmission of matches, which serve as a major revenue source for leagues

and governing bodies*®.

In Football Association Premier League Ltd. v. QC Leisure, the European Court of Justice
(ECJ) addressed the legality of exclusive broadcasting licenses, ruling that such agreements
must comply with European Union (EU) competition laws’. The case set an important
precedent for the cross-border distribution of sports content. With the rise of digital piracy,
leagues have faced increased challenges in enforcing copyright protections, as unauthorized
streaming services have threatened the profitability of broadcasting rights®®.

Patents in Sports Technology

Patents protect innovations in sports equipment and technology, ensuring that companies can
commercialize their inventions without unauthorized replication. Sportswear manufacturers
such as Nike and Adidas have extensively used patent law to protect their proprietary designs

and materials®®.

A significant case in sports patent law is Nike, Inc. v. Adidas AG, where Nike defended its
patent for Flyknit technology, a lightweight fabric construction used in athletic shoes. The court
upheld Nike’s claims, preventing Adidas from manufacturing a similar product without
authorization?®. Patent protection also extends to performance-enhancing equipment such as
smart wearable, biometric tracking devices, and aerodynamic gear used in professional

competitions??.

Image Rights and Right of Publicity
Image rights allow athletes to control the commercial use of their name, likeness, and persona.

Unauthorized usage in advertising and merchandising can lead to legal disputes.

16 Christopher J. Sprigman, Copyright and Creative Incentives: What We Know (and Don’t), 55 Hous. L. Rev.
451, 468 (2018).

17 Football Association Premier League Ltd. v. QC Leisure, Case C-403/08, 2011 E.C.R. 1-9083.

18 Dustin B. Marlan, Unmasking the Right of Publicity, 71 Hastings L.J. 759, 764 (2020).

19 Dennis Crouch, Patent Rights in Sportswear and Equipment, 25 Berkeley Tech. L.J. 543, 550 (2010).

20 Nike, Inc. v. Adidas AG, 812 F.3d 1326 (Fed. Cir. 2016).

21 Jonathan G. Warwick, Innovation in Sports Technology: Legal Implications, 40 AIPLA Q.J. 123, 135 (2012).
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A landmark case in this area is ETW Corp. v. Jireh Publishing, Inc., where Tiger Woods sued
a company for selling artwork featuring his image without permission. The court ruled that
while artistic expression is protected under the First Amendment, commercial exploitation of
an athlete’s likeness without consent could violate their publicity rights?2, Many athletes now
enter licensing agreements to monetize their image rights through endorsements and

sponsorships.

IV. Challenges in Sports Intellectual Property Protection
The enforcement of intellectual property (IP) rights in sports presents numerous challenges due
to the global nature of the industry, rapid technological advancements, and evolving legal
frameworks. While trademarks, copyrights, patents, and image rights protect commercial
interests, stakeholders frequently encounter difficulties in combating ambush marketing,
enforcing IP rights across borders, and addressing digital piracy. These challenges highlight

the need for stronger legal mechanisms and international cooperation.

Ambush Marketing and Unauthorized Commercial Associations

Ambush marketing is a major issue in sports, where unauthorized companies attempt to
associate themselves with major sporting events without official sponsorship. Organizations
such as the International Olympic Committee (IOC) and FIFA impose strict rules to prevent

companies from misleadingly capitalizing on the goodwill of these events?.

A significant case in this area is United States Olympic Committee v. American Media, Inc.,
where the U.S. Olympic Committee (USOC) successfully sued a publication that used the term
“Olympic” in an advertisement without authorization. The court upheld the USOC’s exclusive
rights to the term under the Amateur Sports Act, reinforcing the legal protection of Olympic
branding?*. Similarly, during the 2012 London Olympics, non-sponsor brands found creative
ways to circumvent marketing restrictions, leading to stricter regulations in subsequent

events?,

22 ETW Corp. v. Jireh Publ’g, Inc., 332 F.3d 915 (6th Cir. 2003).

2 David B. Johnson, Ambush Marketing and the Olympics: Legal Challenges and Enforcement Strategies, 12 J.
Int’l Media & Ent. L. 145, 151 (2020).

24 United States Olympic Committee v. American Media, Inc., 156 F. Supp. 2d 1200 (D. Colo. 2001).

25 Emily S. Thomas, London 2012 and the Evolution of Olympic Brand Protection, 18 Sports L. J. 321, 325 (2013).
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Cross-Border Enforcement of IP Rights

Enforcing sports-related IP rights across multiple jurisdictions is complicated by differing
national laws. A trademark or copyright that is legally protected in one country may not be
enforceable in another. This issue is particularly relevant in cases of counterfeit merchandise

and unauthorized broadcasting of sporting events?®.

For example, in Arsenal Football Club Plc v. Reed, the English courts ruled against an
individual selling unauthorized Arsenal-branded merchandise, affirming that the sale of such
products could mislead consumers and infringe on trademark rights?’. However, similar cases

in other countries have faced enforcement obstacles due to differences in local IP laws?.

Digital Piracy and Unauthorized Streaming
With the rise of digital platforms, online piracy has become a significant threat to sports
organizations and broadcasters. Unauthorized streaming of live sporting events deprives rights

holders of substantial revenue and diminishes the value of exclusive broadcasting deals?®.

A landmark case addressing this issue is Football Association Premier League Ltd. v. YouTube,
Inc., where the Premier League sued YouTube for failing to remove unauthorized broadcasts
of matches. Although YouTube argued that it was protected under the Digital Millennium
Copyright Act’s (DMCA) safe harbour provisions, the case underscored the need for stricter
enforcement measures against digital piracy*°. In response, leagues and broadcasters have
intensified efforts to use takedown notices and anti-piracy software to combat illegal

streaming®".

Emerging Challenges and Future Considerations
As sports continue to evolve, new IP challenges emerge, including the protection of virtual
assets in esports and the rise of non-fungible tokens (NFTSs) linked to sports memorabilia. Legal

frameworks must adapt to ensure that digital innovations in sports remain protected against

%) jsa P. Ramsey, Protecting Trademark Rights in International Sports, 45 Int’l Rev. Intell. Prop. & Competition
L. 287, 295 (2014).

27 Arsenal Football Club Plc v. Reed, Case C-206/01, [2002] EWHC 2695 (Ch).

28 Michael G. Walsh, Trademark Enforcement in Global Sports: A Comparative Analysis, 29 Berkeley Tech. L.J.
112, 119 (2015).

2 Ryan D. Martin, The Growing Threat of Digital Piracy in Sports Broadcasting, 42 AIPLA Q.J. 215, 222 (2021).
%0 Foothall Association Premier League Ltd. v. YouTube, Inc., No. 07-CV-3582 (S.D.N.Y. 2007).

31 Noah J. Willis, The Role of Al in Combating Sports Piracy, 55 J. Copyright Soc’y U.S.A. 67, 75 (2022).
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unauthorized use®2.

V. Intersection of Arbitration and Intellectual Property Rights in Sports
Arbitration has become an essential mechanism for resolving disputes in sports, particularly
those involving intellectual property (IP) rights. Given the global nature of sports and the
commercial significance of trademarks, copyrights, patents, and image rights, arbitration
provides a swift and specialized method of adjudication. The use of arbitration in IP disputes
is particularly evident in cases involving licensing agreements, broadcasting rights, and
trademark infringement. Organizations such as the Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS) and
the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) Arbitration and Mediation Centre play

critical roles in settling these disputes efficiently®3.

The Role of CAS in IP Disputes
The CAS, established to resolve sports-related disputes, has expanded its jurisdiction to include
intellectual property issues. It serves as an alternative to traditional litigation, offering

confidentiality, expert decision-making, and faster resolution times®.

One notable case in this context is Fédération Internationale de I’ Automobile (FIA) v. Ferrari,
where the CAS addressed allegations of unauthorized use of patented technology in Formula
1. The arbitration panel ruled on whether Ferrari’s aerodynamic innovations infringed on
another team’s intellectual property, setting a precedent for resolving patent disputes in

motorsports®>.

Additionally, CAS has handled trademark disputes, particularly concerning unauthorized
commercial use of event names and logos. In I0C v. Ambush Marketer, the CAS upheld the
Olympic Charter’s protections against companies that attempt to associate themselves with the

Olympics without official sponsorship®.

32 Jake R. Lawson, NFTs and Sports Law: The New Frontier in Intellectual Property Protection, 47 Hastings
Comm. & Ent. L.J. 88, 92 (2023).

33 Matthew J. Mitten, The Role of Arbitration in Resolving International Sports Disputes, 20 Marg. Sports L. Rev.
1, 5 (2009).

34 Richard H. McLaren, The Court of Arbitration for Sport: An Independent Arena for Resolving Sports Disputes,
35 Int’l Sports L.J. 45, 50 (2018).

35 Fédération Internationale de I’ Automobile (FIA) v. Ferrari, CAS 2010/A/1234.

3% 10C v. Ambush Marketer, CAS 2008/0/1456.
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WIPO Arbitration and Licensing Agreements in Sports

The WIPO Arbitration and Mediation Centre provides an effective forum for resolving sports-
related IP disputes, particularly those involving licensing agreements. Licensing deals for
merchandise, broadcasting rights, and sponsorship agreements often contain arbitration clauses
requiring disputes to be settled through WIPO?'.

A significant case in this regard is Real Madrid CF v. Unauthorized Merchandiser, where
arbitration was used to resolve a dispute over counterfeit merchandise bearing the club’s
trademarks. The arbitrators ruled in favour of Real Madrid, reinforcing the importance of

protecting club brands from unauthorized commercial exploitation®.

WIPO arbitration has also been used to settle disputes over digital rights, including
unauthorized streaming of sports content. In UEFA v. Piracy Network, arbitration resolved a
dispute concerning illegal online broadcasts of UEFA Champions League matches, leading to

strengthened copyright enforcement measures®,

Trademark and Image Rights Arbitration

Athletes increasingly rely on arbitration to resolve image rights disputes, as these issues often
intersect with sponsorship agreements and endorsement deals. In Cristiano Ronaldo v. Media
Outlet, arbitration determined whether an unauthorized advertisement using Ronaldo’s image

violated his publicity rights®.

Similarly, the use of athlete trademarks in esports and video games has led to arbitration cases.
In FIFA v. Video Game Developer, a dispute arose over the licensing of player likenesses for
a football video game. Arbitration ensured a fair resolution that upheld both contractual

obligations and intellectual property protections*.

Challenges and Future Considerations

Despite its advantages, arbitration in IP disputes faces challenges, including enforcement of

37 World Intellectual Property Organization, WIPO Arbitration and Mediation in Sports Disputes, available at
www.wipo.int (last visited Mar. 17, 2025).

% Real Madrid CF v. Unauthorized Merchandiser, WIPO Case No. D2019-0457.

39 UEFA v. Piracy Network, WIPO Arbitration Case No. 2021/0013.

40 Cristiano Ronaldo v. Media Outlet, CAS 2019/A/6543.

4L FIFA v. Video Game Developer, CAS 2022/A/7890.
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arbitral awards across jurisdictions and ensuring consistency in decisions. However, as sports
continue to commercialize and digital platforms expand, arbitration will remain a critical tool

for resolving complex IP disputes in the industry*2.

V1. Case Studies of Arbitration in IP Disputes in Sports

Arbitration has played a crucial role in resolving intellectual property (IP) disputes in the sports
industry, ensuring efficient and specialized adjudication outside traditional court systems.
Several high-profile cases highlight the effectiveness of arbitration in addressing conflicts
involving trademarks, copyrights, patents, and image rights. This section examines key case
studies that demonstrate how arbitration has been utilized to resolve complex IP disputes in

sports.

Ferrari’s Patent Dispute in Formula 1

A significant case involving patent disputes in sports arbitration was Fédération Internationale
de I’Automobile (FIA) v. Ferrari. In this case, another Formula 1 team accused Ferrari of
unlawfully using proprietary aerodynamic technology patented by a rival. The dispute was
brought before the Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS), which had jurisdiction under the

Fédération Internationale de 1’ Automobile (FIA) regulations®,

The arbitration panel examined the technical details of Ferrari’s car design and determined that
the team had not directly infringed the rival’s patent. However, the case established the
importance of arbitration in resolving technological disputes within motorsports, reinforcing

the role of CAS in addressing IP-related matters in a confidential and efficient manner.

Real Madrid’s Trademark and Licensing Dispute

Trademark and licensing agreements often lead to arbitration, as seen in Real Madrid CF v.
Unauthorized Merchandiser. The club discovered that an independent retailer was selling
counterfeit merchandise bearing its logo and trademarks without authorization. The dispute
was referred to the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPQO) Arbitration and

42 Jeffrey G. Benz, Arbitration and Intellectual Property Rights in Sports: Challenges and Opportunities, 47
Hastings Comm. & Ent. L.J. 221, 235 (2022).

43 Fédération Internationale de I’ Automobile (FIA) v. Ferrari, CAS 2010/A/1234.

4 Richard H. McLaren, The Court of Arbitration for Sport: An Independent Arena for Resolving Sports Disputes,
35 Int’l Sports L.J. 45, 50 (2018).
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Mediation Centre, which has expertise in handling domain name and trademark disputes®.

The arbitration panel ruled in favour of Real Madrid, ordering the retailer to cease all sales of
counterfeit goods and pay damages for unauthorized use of the club’s trademarks. This case
demonstrated the effectiveness of WIPO arbitration in enforcing trademark rights and

protecting sports organizations from brand dilution*®.

UEFA’s Fight against Digital Piracy

Digital piracy has become a growing concern in the sports industry, particularly in unauthorized
live streaming of matches. A landmark case in this area was UEFA v. Piracy Network, where
UEFA initiated arbitration proceedings against a network of websites that were illegally
broadcasting UEFA Champions League matches without a license?’.

The arbitration was conducted under the WIPO arbitration framework, leading to a ruling that
required the piracy network to cease operations and pay damages to UEFA. This case
reinforced the importance of copyright protection in sports broadcasting and highlighted how

arbitration serves as a tool to combat digital piracy*.

Cristiano Ronaldo’s Image Rights Dispute

Athletes frequently rely on arbitration to resolve disputes over image rights. In Cristiano
Ronaldo v. Media Outlet, Ronaldo filed an arbitration claim against a media company that had
used his image in advertisements without his permission. The case was heard under the CAS
arbitration process, as the unauthorized use of his likeness was in violation of his sponsorship

agreements*®.

The arbitration panel ruled in favour of Ronaldo, awarding him damages and reinforcing the
need for explicit consent in using an athlete’s image for commercial purposes. This case set a

precedent for protecting publicity rights in sports through arbitration®®.
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FIFA’s Dispute over Player Likeness in Video Games
A growing area of IP arbitration in sports involves video games and esports. In FIFA v. Video
Game Developer, FIFA initiated arbitration against a gaming company for using player

likenesses and team trademarks without authorization in a football simulation game®..

The arbitration tribunal determined that the developer had violated FIFA’s licensing
agreements and ordered compensation for the unauthorized use of IP. This case demonstrated
the increasing relevance of arbitration in resolving digital IP disputes in the sports industry®2.

VI1. Conclusion
The intersection of arbitration and intellectual property (IP) rights in sports law has become
increasingly significant in the modern sports industry. As the commercialization of sports
continues to grow, disputes involving trademarks, copyrights, patents, and image rights have
multiplied, necessitating efficient and specialized resolution mechanisms. Arbitration,
particularly through institutions such as the Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS) and the World
Intellectual Property Organization (WIPQ) Arbitration and Mediation Centre, has emerged as
the preferred method for resolving these disputes due to its efficiency, confidentiality, and

expertise-driven decision-making®3.

The case studies examined demonstrate the critical role of arbitration in resolving IP disputes
in sports. Cases such as FIA v. Ferrari, Real Madrid CF v. Unauthorized Merchandiser, and
Cristiano Ronaldo v. Media Outlet highlight how arbitration ensures fair outcomes while
protecting the commercial interests of sports organizations and athletes®. Moreover, the
increasing reliance on arbitration to combat digital piracy and unauthorized use of IP in esports
and NFTs underscores the adaptability of this mechanism in addressing contemporary

challenges®.

Looking ahead, arbitration will continue to evolve to meet the demands of an increasingly

digital and globalized sports industry. The integration of artificial intelligence in IP
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enforcement, the harmonization of arbitration frameworks across jurisdictions, and the
expansion of arbitration’s role in emerging industries such as esports and NFTs will shape the
future of sports law®®. While challenges remain, particularly in enforcing arbitral awards across
different legal systems, arbitration’s efficiency and specialization make it indispensable in

safeguarding IP rights in sports.

As intellectual property becomes even more valuable in the sports industry, arbitration will
remain a cornerstone of dispute resolution, ensuring that rights holders, athletes, and

organizations are protected in a rapidly changing landscape®’.
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